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“Moving Forward Together”
Between Us Lions
Just like the leaves on the trees, our Fall Conference has come and gone.
I would like to thank the many Lions that helped make this Fall
Conference a success. Lion Sue Long, who came up with a new approach
for Friday night event the “Hillbilly Olympics.” A lot of fun was had by
ALL. Thanks to Lion Mary Jane, our District Secretary/Treasurer, for
heading up the Silent Auction and being in charge of collecting and
tabulating the Parade of Checks. It’s a never ending and stressful process.
To my wonderful family - Lion Paula and Lions Brittany and Nate Crutchfield who headed up with the
registration, door prizes, gift baskets and helped in the hospitality room.
I would also like to thank Zone Chair John Myers and the clubs from Zone 6 - Bruceton Mills Community,
Kingwood, Rowlesburg, Tunnelton and Valley District for helping at the registration table. I would be
remised if I didn’t thank two special Lions for the part they played in this conference. They are my FVDG
Rob Bright and PCC Doug Long who pitched in everywhere without being asked. A very special thank you
to PID Steve Glass and CC Cindy Glass for showing ID Alan Lundgren & Terry Pressel a wonderful time in
Morgantown. To our Conference Chairperson, Lion Bryan Payne who was my right and left hand at our
conference and made everything click. He took care of the hospitality room, got the registration bags
donations and took charge when the Saturday Banquet went awry. Thanks, Bryan!
As you can see, it isn’t one person that makes a conference successful, it takes a family of Lions. Yes, a
family of Proud Lions from all over West Virginia and surrounding areas who taking the time to attend and
are open to learning new ideas and creating lasting friendships. That’s what makes a conference a success.
Now is the time that we as Lions need to “Move Forward” to the next goals that will help build our District.
We need to create new clubs in areas where clubs no longer exist and to help increasing and maintain
memberships in our existing clubs.
BUT YOU MUST BE COMMENT TO GROWTH… ASKING EVERYONE!
We started this process the week after our conference, by forming a new club in our District. It’s the Weston
Centennial Lions Club, a new business club meeting at noon. Working together, LCI new club coordinator,
PDG Ron Martin from Texas, PID Steve Glass, PCC Doug Long, PCC Al Cox, PDG David Nicholson,
FVDG Rob Bright and I along with the help of the community, formed this new Lions Club consisting of
more than 20 civic minded members. This club will not be a traditional club, but a club that will partner with
the local businesses and community leaders to identify what their needs are and work toward a solution.
Have a grateful THANKSGIVING!

DG Ken

“If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself.”

DISTRICT CALENDAR 2017 – 2018

NOVEMBER
3–5
5
8
9
13
DECEMBER
1
7
10

District C Conference, Beckley Country Inn and Suites
Council of Governors, Beckley County Inn and Suites
Harpers Ferry – Bolivar, The Anvil Restaurant in Bolivar
DG Night, Buckhannon, Hodgesville, Kesling Mill,
Moose Lodge
DG Night Elkins, Roaring Creek, Parsons and Tygart Valley

1:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm

12:00 noon
6:30 pm

12
15

Clarksburg Lions Club, Minards
DG Night, Romney, The State School for the Blind
Central Upshur 50th Anniversary @ Bank Dist. VFD
Civic Center
DG Night Jane Lew and East Lewis
Berkeley Springs Lions Club, BSHS

JANUARY
6
13
26 – 28

Council of Governors, Lakeview Resort
District 29-I Cabinet - 3rd Meeting, WVU Eye Institute
WV Lions Leadership Retreat, Stonewall Jackson Resort

10:00 am
11:00 am

FEBRUARY
14
20

Nutter Fort LC Charter Night
DG Night, Philippi, Lil Moe’s

TBA
6:00 pm

Hedgesville, Pikeside, Inwood-Bunker Hill,
Hedgesville United Methodist Church

6:30 pm

12

Lumberport LC, Location

6:30 pm

MAY
4–6
5
5
5

MD 29 WV Lions State Convention, Lakeview Resort
District 29-I Cabinet - 4th Meeting, Lakeview Resort
Council of Governors
WVLSCF Meeting, Lakeview Resort

1 pm – 4 p.
TBA
4:00 pm

MARCH
APRIL
5

JUNE

Lumberport Baptist Church

9 am
1:00 pm
2:00 pm

LION ROB BRIGHT, FIRST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Congratulations to DG Ken for a successful Conference. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who participated in the 29 I Fall Conference and our
“Parade of Checks.” It was a fantastic and entertaining weekend. If your club has not
donated to the “Parade of Checks”, remember two of DG Ken goals: To have a 100%
club participation in donating to Lions Club International Foundation (LCIF) and to
the West Virginia Lions Sight Conservation Foundation (WVLSCF).
If we are successful, this will be the 3rd year in a row that District 29 I has reached
100% club participation in donating to LCIF and the first time for our District in
donating to WVLSCF. We as Lions can be proud of these milestones.
World Diabetes Day is November 14, 2017. Help raise awareness about diabetes. If you have any questions about
diabetes, you can contact our District Diabetes Chair Rusty Mall. Veteran Day is November 11, 2017. Recognize
the Veterans of your community and show your appreciation for their service to our Country.
Together, Let’s Make a Difference.

Ruth Straley, Second Vice District Governor
Greetings! It was a pleasant surprise when I learned that instead of each International
President having a new theme and new actions that went along with those themes we are
going back to the basic purpose of our organization “We Serve” for the next three years. I look
forward to working under our basic purpose within the three years I will serve in the leadership
of the district.
In the past month I attended Districts L and I conferences and will be attending District C’s
conference this week. I have seen a decrease in attendance from past years at the two conferences I attended.
There also have been decreases in state conference attendance in recent years. There was a big drop in the
number of items provided by District I clubs for the silent auction. The silent auctions are used to supplement the
income of the conferences (including the state one) and necessary to keep registration fees as low as possible.
So, I have two questions and I need your help to obtain the answers. First, what ideas do you have to increase
attendance at the conferences by club officers and members? What needs added or changed to make the
conference an event you want to attend? What can we do to make the conferences more worthwhile for you?
Second, what can we do to obtain the support of the conferences by the clubs? This includes providing Silent
Auction items and financially supporting attendance of at least one member from each club. If you have any input
about the Leadership Seminar you are welcome to include this as well.
I would appreciate your input and will share it with our state and district officials. Times are changing and
today’s Lions are not those of the past. No answer is “too out of the box.” Please email me at
rstraley@shentel.net, text me at 904-608-4715 or find me on Facebook. I look forward to hearing from you.
Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours.

DIABETES REPORT
November Is Diabetes month. Will your
club have anything involving Diabetes during
November? Why not have a program on
Diabetes or a Diabetes information activity in
your area or Zone.
At the present time, The Diabetes
Committee of District 29-I will provide
materials and information on Diabetes for

Central Upshur Lions Club
50th Anniversary Dinner
When: December 10,2017
Where: Banks District VFD/Civic Center,
Rock Cave, WV
Reception: 1:00 pm
Dinner: 2 pm

Zone 8 in the Clarksburg – Bridgeport area at
the Meadowbrook Mall on November 18, 2017
from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Materials have been made available for
the Philippi and Wardensville Lions Clubs for
use in their area for later in the month.
If your club or Zone would like to do
likewise, please contact Howard "Rusty" Mall
at howardrustymall@gmail.com or by calling
304-838-2698 or 304-623-6065.

Menu: Baked Steak, mashed potatoes,
green beans, dessert
Cost: $20.00 Proceeds go to Banks VFD
Reservations: Contact Larry Alkire, Club
Secretary
alkirelarry@hotmail.com
304-924-5560

Send photos of your club’s
activities to DG Ken at:
kenshahan@aol.com

ON THE ROAD WITH DG KEN
Some highlights of the Fall Conference
Lion Ron Brockett, from the Fort Ashby
LC, receiving the International
President’s Certificate of Appreciation
at the Fall Conference presented by
our keynote speaker ID Alan Lundgren.

ID Alan Lundgren
presents LCI
President's
Certificates of
Appreciation to
PDG's Glenn
Ryburn and
PCC Al Cox for
their work on
behalf of the
LCIF.

CC Cindy Glass, PID Steve Glass, PID Larry
Johnson, Lion Rachel Johnson, Lion Terry
Pressel, ID Alan Lundgren, Lion Jo Ellen
Browning and PID Bob Browning.

PDG Kris Pinkerman presenting the Richard Ruff
Award, to CC and PDG Cindy Glass. It is given
to the District Governor whose district had the
highest membership growth in their year
as District Governor.

Rusty Mall from the
Clarksburg Lions Club
accepting an International
President’s Certificate of
Appreciation at the Fall
Conference presented by
ID Alan Lundgren.

A great turn out for DG Ken's
visit with the Mountain Lions
Club in Aurora, WV

Lumberport Lions Club celebrating their
90th Charter Anniversary.

Nutter Fort Lions met at RCB High School to feed
70 football players, coaches and cheerleaders.

Franklin Lions attending DG Night
Sugar Grove attendees for DG Night celebrated
with Franklin Lions

Recipients of various awards at DG Night at Lost Creek Lions shown with Lost Creek
President Richard McClain on left and DG Ken on right
Lion Virgil McNemar
Lion Richard Nuzum
Lion Worthy Hall
Leonard Jarrett award winner
Melvin Jones Fellow
Melvin Jones Fellow

Hi everyone, first, let me say thank you for including the
Youth Exchange essays in your newsletters. I appreciate the
opportunity to share these essays with the Lions of MD29. I
hope they will come to appreciate what they are doing in the
lives of the youth of WV and help us to continue this program
through their continued support. Lion Henry Krautwurst

The attached is from Madison McMillion from Daniels, WV. She travelled to Peru
for her exchange. These are her thoughts and observations...
Enjoy! Thanks, Lion Henry
Synopsis (Lima, Peru)
Before I begin, I would like to address my reasons for submitting an application to be a part of the
Lions Youth and Exchange Program. I have always had a deep-rooted interest in the subject of
global affairs and in culture. Upon hearing of this program from my United States history teacher, I
essentially ran to my room when I arrived home from school that day to complete my application
and to begin working on my essay. Receiving this opportunity has changed my life; I mean that in
the most influential ways possible. Through my trip to Lima, I was able to experience first-hand the
diversity of culture and the sheer importance of fostering an understanding among different
cultures; a principle that is executed by the Lions Club. Participating in this exchange program has
changed my outlook on life, future plans, and has been the source of some of my best memories to
date. I would like to thank you for your interest in the youth of our community in a global respect.
This world has so much to offer and infinite possibilities for diverse experiences and communications, and experiencing that for
myself truly bridged the divide between my dreams and reality. The family that I stayed with this July consisted of Kelly Silva
(mother), her daughter Paz, and her son, Sebastian. Paz and Sebastian also have a half-brother, Benjamin, who I grew very close
to almost immediately upon my arrival. Everyone in the family contributed to the well-being of the family as a whole, with
respect being held of the utmost importance. There was a closeness and a bond between those in the family that I find almost
extinct in American society today. At dinner, there were no preoccupations with phones, and there was always some sort of
reflection or conversation before bed. This sort of togetherness was apparent throughout the entire stay, and I never ceased to feel
at home. Within no time, I was adapting to the Peruvian way of going about life, whether that be eating quinoa with every meal
or mastering the bus system (with tons of practice). It is unbelievable to me just how comfortable and welcomed I felt in an
entirely different continent.
The way of life in Lima is fairly similar to that in the United States, however, there are some key differences. For instance, lunch
in Peru is the largest meal of the day and dinner consists of something smaller like a piece of bread and coffee. Superstition plays
an extremely important part in Peruvian culture, from mirrors being in houses to ward off the envy of guests to small figurines of
men called Ekekos that were adorned in miniature items and talismans to represent the larger want of the individual. I made it a
personal goal to facilitate an understanding between my own American culture and that of Peru every chance I got. Sebastian and
I shared the same taste in music and Paz and I enjoyed drawing together.
Lima is a very diverse city, for it boasts citizens from the Andes, Amazon, and metropolitan individuals that reside there. I was
able to visit many art and history museums, learning of the history of the Inca and visiting the homes of conquistadores. The
home that I stayed at was a short bus ride away from the Mira Flores district, where I was able to walk to the ocean and watch
numerous parasails and surfers even in the winter season. One of my favorite experiences was a trip to the catacombs below the
Church of San Francisco in the center of Lima.
By the end of my trip, I had become accustomed to the Peruvian way of life and had established certain connections to Lima and
to my host family that made leaving something that was dreaded. After countless conversations in Spanish and hints of English
before bed, stories shared while walking through the city, and endless respect gained for Kelly and her family, I was torn to
board my plane home. I never thought that I would be brought to tears after being away from my home in West Virginia for a
month, but as the tears flowed and final embraces were given, I struggled to compose myself and with the comfort in knowing I
had already promised a return visit. Not only did my participation in the program allow me to create life-long friendships and a
connection to Peru, however, it verified my interest in global affairs and culture. Before my trip, I hesitated to speak Spanish due

to my fear of making a mistake. Now, many in my family and close friends become annoyed when I answer them in Spanish or
repeat phrases learned while in Peru that they do not understand. I recently received a college offer from a University in Madrid,
Spain, and I feel extremely confident in applying now that I have a deep love for Latino culture and I have established a
connection with another Spanish-speaking country. My view on life here in America now integrates Peruvian ideals of kindness
and efficiency, and often I tend to find myself daydreaming of the country I was able to call home for a month. I promised to
return as soon as I could, and I have every intention of doing so whenever I am able. Again, I would like to thank Lions Club
International for providing me with such an astounding opportunity and for being such an inspiration to me and what I would
like to do with my life. I have become a member of my local Lions Club since my trip, and I enjoy it more and more with each
meeting.

NEW MEMBER

LIONS CLUB

SPONSOR

Susan Miller, MD
Amy Parker
Frank A. Parker
James D. Weinstein
Patricia M. Flanigan
Orpah R. Swiger
Nicholas T. Cutright

Bridgeport
Bridgeport
Bridgeport
Bridgeport
Clarksburg
Clarksburg
Tennerton

Craig Liebig
James Harki
James Harki
Craig Liebig
Nick Lambernedis
Albert Cox II
Robert Heavner

Jane Gibson

Tennerton

Vickie Walton

Loretta M. Williams
Judy E. Hareder
Lorrie Nielsen

Tennerton
Valley District
Valley District

Donald Henderson
Kermit Hawley
Kermit Hawley

David C. Mellquist

Tennerton Lions Club

Lawrence H. Betler

Tygart Valley Lions Club

Donald G. Wood

Tygart Valley Lions Club

Submit pictures and articles by the 20th
of each month in order to get in the
next month’s newsletter.
Send to kenshahan@aol.com and/or our
newsletter editor Mickey Nardella at
mickey@ma.rr.com

Tax Deadline Approaching
Please remember that all Lions Clubs, Districts and Multiple
Districts that have annual gross receipts less than $50,000
and do not have to file Form 990 or 990-EZ, must file the ePostcard (also known as 990-N). If your Lions club, district or
multiple district has a foundation, which is a separate legal
entity, the appropriate form will need to be filed as well.

EYEGLASSES RECYCLING
WE say THANKS to each District Lions Club and individual Lions who were responsible for the delivery of
12,079 pairs of recyclable eyeglasses to the LIONS EYEGLASSES CENTER of ARLINGTON. Below is the message I
received from the Center on October 27, 2017:
“Glenn
The total count of the eyeglass shipment this morning is 12,079. These glasses were added to our
existing inventory and will be processed as soon as possible. Glasses will be shipped on
missions around the world as requests come in. As you well know these eyeglasses will change
the lives of many people by improving their life style. Thank you and everyone who donated these
glasses in support of the Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center of Arlington.
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
John Karinshak, Acting Director”
If your Lions Club collected recyclable eyeglasses, and gave them
to me – give your club a special service project credit on MyLCI.

A special thanks to Lion Gray Jones,
President of the Berkeley Springs
Lions Club for making the delivery
to the Center in Arlington, VA

West Virginians well know the disastrous effects of flood waters – add 100 MPH (+) winds – thus southeastern
Texas today.
Lions Clubs International, through our Foundation (LCIF), has responded with emergency catastrophe grant in
the amount of $100,000. The grant will allow Lions in the area of impact to provide life-saving supplies of food,
water, blankets and other necessities.
We never know when or where disaster will strike. But when it does, LCIF emergency and major catastrophe
grants enable local Lions to respond, making an immediate impact in the hardest hit areas – around the world.
Your donation to LCIF makes it possible to respond at a moment’s notice to this and other disasters as they
strike. West Virginia Lions Clubs members are most generous people. Please consider increasing your Club
donation to LCIF at the District 29-I Conference ”Parade of Checks” which will assist Lions in short-term and
long-term disaster response.
Our District approved LCIF goals for the year, are:
1- Each Cabinet Member to contribute at least $60.00 to LCIF: $5.00/month –
2- Contribute at least $22,000.00 to LCIF
3- Maintain Club participation at 100%

Thanks to all Lions who make personal (Tax deductible) to LCIF.

Thanks to all Lions Clubs for your support to LCIF.

Lion Glenn Ryburn, PDG, District LCIF Chair

Harrison County HOPE Centennial Lions Club Is
Chartered … Will Focus On Area Drug Issues

Pictured above from right are: District 29-I Council Chairperson Cindy Glass who installed the officers of the newly
formed Harrison County HOPE Centennial Lions Club, with President Carolyn Yost, Secretary Laura Pickens,
Treasurer Alan Moran, 1st Vice President Rocky Romano and 2nd Vice President Laura Kennedy
If you live in this area, you are no doubt familiar with Lions Clubs and their work. You have probably seen local Lions taking part in many
projects in various locales throughout Harrison County – whether it be fundraising efforts like selling mops and brooms, raising money for sight
conservation, helping with health screenings, performing vision testing in area schools, sponsoring walks to enhance diabetes awareness,
participating in highway cleanups, lending assistance to veterans, hosting events for children and/or adults with disabilities, reading to children in
primary grades … and the list goes on and on and on. With a strong commitment to community, Lions well represent their motto – “We Serve”.
There are 12 Lions clubs in Harrison County, West Virginia; and very recently, a 13th club has joined the Harrison County roster of Lions. Its
name is the Harrison County HOPE Centennial Lions Club. On Sunday evening, October 8h, a dinner was held at Julio’s Café in Clarksburg to
celebrate the chartering of this new club. Their charter was presented to them by District 29-I Council Chairperson Cindy Glass, a member of the
Clarksburg Lions Club. District Governor Ken Shahan from the Nutter Fort Lions Club inducted the charter members who were present; and
Council Chairperson Cindy Glass installed the club’s key officers.
The 39 charter members include: Jay Brewer, Jim Cava, Laura Cava, Ellen Condron, John Church, Nancy Church, Frank Crislip, Kaycee Crislip,
Starla Daniels, Nathan Drain, Nicole Folio, Robert Garcia, Cathy Goings, Ann Hammond, Gary Hamrick, Marsha Jones, Laura Kennedy, Ryan
Kennedy, Jo Anne McNemar, Samuel Madia, Brenda Malfregeot, Jim Malfregeot, Lynne Menendez, Michael Minnich, Alan, Moran, Judy Moran,
Tara Perri, Laura Pickens, Melissa Robbins, Rachel Romano, Rocky Romano, Tammy Romano, Anjelica Scott, Mendi Scott, Chad Sigmon, Aaron
Williams, Annette Wright, Brian Yost, and Carolyn Yost. Past International Director Steve Glass, also a member of the Clarksburg Lions Club,
introduced the featured speaker, Past International Director Cindy Gregg of Pennsylvania.
PID Cindy Gregg welcomed the charter members as some of the very first to join the 2 nd century of Lionism. She commented that although
Lions are known for their humanitarianism globally, it is also important to be relevant at the community level as well. She complimented the new
club for having already begun to host projects. “There are many needs throughout our world, and we are extremely happy to have extra hands to
help meet those needs wherever they exist,” she said.
The new Harrison County HOPE Centennial Lions Club is a specialty club, a rather new faction that has developed in recent years to
accommodate the volunteer members’ limited free time. Unlike the more traditional Lions Clubs, their members have a common special interest,
and the focus of this particular newly formed club will be primarily the battle against drugs in the local area. A special interest club must be
sponsored by an existing club and go through a charter process. The Clarksburg Lions Club was the sponsoring club for the Harrison County
HOPE Centennial Lions Club, with PID Steve Glass and District Governor Ken Shahan offering guidance during their formation.
“Where there is a need, there is a Lion” is a common slogan used to describe the caring hearts and hands of Lions who are always ready to offer
help whenever it is needed. Lions work to make problems smaller, and in so doing, communities get better. HOPEfully, the work of the Harrison
County HOPE Centennial Lions Club will do just that with their concentration on local drug issues ---- diminish the problem and make their local
communities better, healthier places to live.
At the end of the Charter Celebration, numerous representatives of local Lions Clubs exhibited their clubs’ support by presenting checks to the
newly formed Harrison County club to help them get started.

By LEIGH C. MERRIFIELD, News & Journal Editor
Member of the Clarksburg Lions Club

Leadership Retreat Speakers Announced
by PID Larry Johnson
Three speakers have been confirmed for this year’s Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat, and
an invitation is outstanding to the fourth. They will bring a variety of messages to enlighten and
encourage the participants.
Past International Director Cindy Gregg of Pennsylvania will be the speaker for the Saturday night
banquet. PID Gregg served as International Director from 2013-1015. She is currently the Global
Membership Team Coordinator for Group B of Constitutional Area 1, which includes West Virginia.
She and her husband, PDG Tom, have previously participated in the Lions of WV Leadership Retreat.
Jonathan McCormick, Director of Military & Veterans Affairs from Marshall University will be our
Saturday Luncheon speaker. He is a graduate of Poca High School and Marshall University. He
served in the United States Marine Corps until 2007. He accepted the position as the director of
military and veterans’ affairs at Marshall to help students who, like him, found it challenging to
reacclimate to civilian life and adjust to college life simultaneously.
Ann Hammond, a member of the Harrison County HOPE Centennial Lions Club will speak on Sunday
at lunch. Ms. Hammond, a recovered addict, currently works with women at risk/users in a
professional capacity, and tells a powerful story about overcoming addiction and the current epidemic
this country faces.
You don’t want to miss the messages these speakers will share. All Lions are welcome to participate
in the Retreat, and non-Lion spouses and guests will find much of the program to be of interest.
The Retreat will be held at Stonewall Resort January 26-28, 2018. The $125.00 registration fee
includes four meals, each with a speaker, six seminars, as well as displays and opportunities for
interaction with Lions from across West Virginia, our guest speakers and our presenters.
Register now! See the form included with this newsletter, and contact Stonewall Resort at (304) 2697400 for room reservations.

Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat
January 26 – 28, 2018
Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV
Registration Fee: $125
Registration fee includes Friday dinner, Saturday Lunch and Dinner, and Sunday Lunch

Please type or print clearly.
Lion _____________________________ _______________________________
Name

Name for Tag

Lion or Guest______________________ _______________________________
Name

Name for Tag

Address _________________________

City_____________________________

State ___________________________

Zip Code________________________

Phone (H)_________________ (B) _________________ (C) ________________
Email: __________________________@ ________________________________
Club Name ______________________________ District ___________________
First Time Attendee (Yes) ______________

(No) _________________________

Please indicate special dietary requirements: _____________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to: Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat and mail with completed
registration form to: PDG Bob Moffett, 26 Fairway Lane, Fairmont, WV 26554-2076
Registration Deadline: January 3, 2017
Questions: PDG Bob Moffett, 304-363-7060 or rmoffett@ma.rr.com

Room Rate: Single $109; Double $124; Triple $138, Quad $152 (includes breakfast buffet in Stillwaters
Restaurant at Stonewall Resort, wi-fi, parking, pool, fitness center, steam and sauna rooms and other amenities).
Make room reservations directly to the resort by phone, 304-269-7400 no later than December 26, 2017. Please
let them know you are with the Lions Retreat. Note: You may request a room close to the Retreat activities
when you make your reservation.

