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Fellow Lions

As we gear up for fall, I know that your clubs are very busy with service and fund
raising activities. I hope that you will take the time now to plan to attend the 29-I
Fall Conference, October 14-15, at Lakeview Resort in Morgantown. This edition

of the newsletter contains the Registration Form and the Parade of Checks form. Please note that it is very
important that you put down this newsletter for a minute and call Lakeview, now or ASAP, to make your room
reservation (304-594-1111). Our room block will not be held after September 14. Your conference registration
deadline is October 7, as we have to plan for a meal count etc.

The Fall Conference is a time of Lions fellowship and learning, and is a chance to jump start your enthusiasm.
Our guests for the weekend are PID Joe Al Picone and Lion Merle from Brenham, Texas, and you will love them.
Our Friday evening activities will include games, music, snacks and surprises, beginning at 7:30 pm. Please
come in your favorite team shirt or sports attire. It will be casual and lively.

Saturday will include the cabinet meeting and a variety of discussions and learning activities, as well as our
luncheon and evening banquet. We will send each club a complete schedule of activities later this month as we
firm up details. We will have a Silent Auction, and details will be sent to each club, but we certainly hope that
clubs will provide interesting items for the auction. If your club would like to donate a small door prize, we
would also welcome that. Please encourage newer Lions in your club to attend, and consider paying the
Registration Fee for an officer or even a new Lion in your club.

PID Steve and I had a great time visiting several clubs in August, including Mt. Storm, Nutter Fort, Tennerton,
Central Upshur, and Ireland, plus meetings of Zones 2, 3 and 7. Thank you all for your hospitality and friend-
ship. The best part of being District Governor is the opportunity to spend time with Lions.

Yours in service and friendship, DG Cindy

International President Bob Corlew is resuming the
Centennial Bus Tour this fall! We are excited that he will
make a stop in Morgantown, at the WVU Eye Institute, on
Thursday, September 22, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm, as he
travels toward Washington, DC. We would like to have as
many Lions as possible to greet President and Mrs. Corlew
when they arrive. A meet and greet session is being arranged,
and the Corlews will be able to tour the facilities and learn
about the work being accomplished at the Eye Institute, with
the help of our LCIF grants. Please put this date on your
calendar so we can have a large contingent of West Virginia

Lions to greet our International President!

Lion Barbara “Bobby” Hugus, a member of
the West Milford Lions Club, and the widow
of PDG Evan Hugus, is celebrating her
100th birthday this week. If you would like
to send Lion Bobby a card, her address is:

3601 Laurel Park Road
Clarksburg, WV 26301-6879

I’m sure she would enjoy hearing
from her many Lion friends



District Governor's 2016-2017 CalenderDistrict Governor's 2016-2017 Calender

September 5 29-L Dan Dague Memorial Car Show to benefit WV Lions Sight
Conservation Foundation at the Highlands near Wheeling (above Cabelas)

September 8 Buckhannon, Kesling Mill and Hodgesville LCs District Governor Event
at 6 pm, Buckhannon City Park on Park Street. Contact Lion Ben Crutchfield
@ 304-472-6528.

September 11 Ft. Ashby LC District Governors Picnic 2:00 pm

September12 West Milford LC, District Governors Night, 6:00 pm,
West Milford Community Building $12.00 - RSVP by
September 7 to PDG Dave/Lion Janice Nicholson @
304-745-3176 or dnicholson1@cebridge.net.

September 13 Junior LC District Governors Night. Contact
PDG Marshall Reed @ 304-621-7072.

September 14-18 USA/Canada Forum in Omaha, NE

September 22 International President Bob Corlew’s Bus Tour makes
a stop at WVU Eye Institute from 12:30 -2:00 pm.

September 26 Paw Paw LC District Governors Night – Paw Paw Fire Dept. at 6 pm.
Contact Lions Jennifer Moreland before 9/16 @304-947-7095.

September 28 Harpers Ferry/Bolivar LC District Governors Night, 6:30 pm,
Anvil Restaurant in Harpers Ferry

October 4 Kingwood, Tunnelton, Rowlesburg and Valley District LCs DG night at
6:00 pm, at Rowlesburg VFW.

October10 Franklin/Sugar Grove LCs District Governors Night at Fireside
Café at Thompson Motel at 6 pm

October 14-15 29I Fall Conference at Lakeview Resort in Morgantown

October 17 Petersburg, Moorefield and Wardensville LCs DG night

October 26 Lost Creek, Johnstown and Mt. Clare LCs DG night

November 3 Mountain Lions Club DG night* 6:30 Amboy UM Church
*Note: Change of date from October 6

November 5-6 29C Fall Conference, Country Inn & Suites, Beckley

November 8 Berkeley Springs LC District Governors Night

November 14 Elkins and Roaring Creek LCs District Governors Night

December 1 Romney Lions Club District DG Night

December 13 Jane Lew and East Lewis LCs District Governors Night



BETWEEN US LIONS
FVDG Ken Shahan

Hello, fellow Lions,

This month we will be talking about getting ready for the District
Conference and the opportunity for your club to donate to Lion
sponsored charities, in our District’s “Parade of Checks.”

But first, I want to tell you about one of Lions best kept secrets, the Leader Dog facilities. I was
fortunate to have been asked to attend their “Summer Visit” and I asked as my guests PDG Al
Cox and our Diabetes Chair, Rusty Mall to go and experience their new 14.5 million dollar, state
of the art, kennel renovation.

Who would have thought that three Lions from the Detroit Uptown Lions Club, when their
friend Dr. Glenn Wheeler was unsuccessful in getting in the only guide-dog school in the US,
they took things into their own hands. To help their friend and others like him, these three men
led their club to establishing a guide dog training school in their area. In the spring of 1939,
Lions incorporated the Lions Leader Dog Foundation. They rented a small farmhouse in
Rochester Hills, and that’s where their dream came true. Later the name was changed to
Leader Dog for the Blind.

The school has graduated more than 14,500 guide dogs since opening their doors and the cost
for each dog is over $40,000. Lions clubs and other individual donors and organization provide all
funding, but the Lions are the leader in donations.. These dogs are helping the blind and also the
deaf to live a normal life. The Leader Dogs are not strictly in the U.S. but all over the world and
when the client goes for their 26 days of training with their new dogs everything is paid for their
travel, training, lodging and food. One of the most exciting news is the GPS system that has been
developed and being used by Leader Dog.

As you can see in the picture of the first graduating class
where Dr. Glenn Wheeler attended, all dogs at that time
were Doberman. In today’s classes this has changed 84%
are Labs, 13% are Golden Retrievers, and 3% are German
Shepherds.

If you are ever in the Detroit area, it will be worth your while,
to go visit this place. The new kennels, the puppies, the staff, and I will never forget the
experience of what it’s like being blind and with the help of these wonderful and blessed dogs
helped me find my way. It changed my life forever and it will change yours. What started as an
idea to help one man turned into an effort that has helped many more.

It’s really true; “Where there is a need, there’s a LION.”

Till next month,
FVDG Ken Shahan



Lion Rob Bright
Vice District Governor

We are briskly moving through the Lions year. The Fall
Conference, Leadership Retreat and the Multiple District
Convention are right around the corner. All three are being held
at Lakeview Resort in Morgantown, WV this year. A hop and skip
away for District 29-I Lion members. The Fall Conference will be
held October 14 – 15, 2016. I know this will be a roaring success as
it is every year. District Governor Cindy has many surprises in

store. Come and join in the fun, knowledge and laughter.

For the Leadership Retreat and Multiple District Conference to be held in January and April,
one of my goals is to have an unprecedented turnout of District 29-I Lions. To achieve this
goal, I have challenged all 9 Zone Chairs to have a cohort of 12. Simply put, have a minimum
of 12 Lions from each Zone attend the Leadership Retreat and Multiple District Conference.
If achieved, this will equate to 108 District 29-I Lions attending these two events. I am asking
each Lion to help your Zone Chair meet these goals. If met, wouldn’t these events become
more awesome?

The WV Flood Victims are still struggling. Please remember them in in your prayers and be
generous with your donations and service projects.

If I can provide any assistance to you or your club, please do not hesitate to contact me by
telephone at 304-298-4304 or email me at brights@atlanticbb.net.

Together, Let’s Make a Difference.

Renee Douthitt Fort Ashby LC Chris Douthitt, Sponsor
Mark Henderson Grafton LC Robert Bolton, Sponsor
Patricia Henderson Grafton LC Robert Bolton, Sponsor
Danny Butler Shinnston LC David Harbert, Sponsor
Paula Shahan Nutter Fort LC Ken Shahan, Sponsor
Michael Shultz Nutter Fort LC Bryan Payne, Sponsor

IInn  MMeemmoorriiaamm
Ruth Julien Berkeley Springs Lions Club
Edward Beavers Grafton Lions Club

The above 29-I Lions’ deaths were reported in August to LCI

New Members 
Reported in August



Room Deadline:  September 14th

Conference Registration Deadline:  October 7th

District 29-I Fall Conference
““CClliimmbb  HHiigghheerr””

DDiissttrriicctt   GGoovveerrnnoorr  CCiinnddyy  GGllaassss  

When October 14-15, 2016
Where: Lakeview Resort, Morgantown, WV
Registration:     $60.00 - Includes

(Friday evening entertainment, Saturday lunch and Saturday banquet)      

Rooms:                        Lakeview Resort - Call 304-594-1111
$105 per double room (plus tax) 

MMeennttiioonn  LLiioonnss  CClluubb  CCoonnffeerreennccee

Registration Fee for Saturday lunch only:  $25.00 each
Registration Fee for Saturday dinner only: $35.00 each

Conference activities include: Friday Evening social, cabinet meeting, seminars, 
silent auction, hospitality room, door prizes, parade of checks, keynote address by 

Past Int’l Director Joe Al Picone from Texas and more! 
_______________________________________________________________________________

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________

Phone:  __________________ Email: ____________________________Club:_______________ 

District:   __________ Special Dietary Needs:

_______________________________________________________________________________

First Time Attendee?  ______

Please mark:   Full Registration ($60 each) _____
Saturday Lunch only ($25 each)  _____ Saturday Banquet only ($35 each) _____

Make checks payable to: District 29-I Conference –
Mail to: FVDG Ken Shahan, 1641 Adams Avenue, Clarksburg, WV 26301

Questions? - Call (304) 669-1641 or email:  kenshahan@aol.com



PARADE OF CHECKS
DISTRICT 29- I FALL CONFERENCE

OCTOBER 14- 15, 2016

Please complete this form and return it to the Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer (at the 
address below) or via e-mail  (susanplong51@gmail.com) by Monday October 10, 2016. 
Individual checks should be made out to each program as listed. Checks may be presented to
the Cabinet Secretary at the registration desk on Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

Clubs not attending the conference should mail checks to Cabinet Secretary/
Treasurer Sue Long (address listed below).  Each club will be recognized at the banquet and the
amounts donated will be acknowledged provided this procedure is followed.

PROGRAMS

LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION (LCIF) $_______

WV LIONS SIGHT CONSERVATION FOUNDATION  (WVLSCF) $_______

DIABETES $_______

YOUTH EXCHANGE $_______

MD - DEAF & BLIND RECREATION AND SKI PROGRAM $_______

ROMNEY D&B STUDENT WORK PROGRAM $_______

LEADER DOGS FOR THE BLIND $_______

PILOT DOGS $_______

QUEST $_______

OTHER  (Please name) ____________________________________________ $_______

CLUB NAME __________________________          TOTAL DONATIONS $_____________

Lion Susan Long
29-I Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer
P.O. Box 988
Fort Ashby, WV 26719



LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  NNuuggggeettss
By PID Steve Glass, DGLT Coordinator

TEN PRACTICAL RETENTION STRATEGIES FOR CLUB PRESIDENTS

1. As soon as possible after a new member submits the application and pays the initiation fee
and pro rata dues, arrange for a meaningful induction ceremony. Invite the spouse (if she/he  
is not already a member) and other family members to the induction.

2. After the induction, make a personal call to the new member within two days to welcome 
her/him to the club and express your genuine gratitude that she/he is a member.

3. Immediately assign the new member a mentor (may or may not be the sponsor).

4. Seek out the new member’s interests, passions, and hobbies and give her/him some service  
activity to perform immediately around that interest or passion.

5. Encourage the new member to invite others to become members.

6. Talk to the new member about some project or issue going on in the club and seek the new 
member’s opinion about it.

7. Constantly emphasize the service projects going on in your club, no matter how small or 
large, and find some way to involve the new member.

8. Seek the new member’s feedback about how satisfied she/he is with their experience within 
the first two months after they become a member.

9. Try to get the new member to visit another club’s service activity or meeting with you and
the mentor as soon as possible.

10. Provide orientation immediately to the new member, whether it is one-on-one or in more 
formal settings – orientation should be a journey without an end.

MD-29 Directories
The 2016-2017 Multiple District 29 Directories are now available for distribution to each club

president and secretary as well as cabinet officer in each district. I hope that most of you have received
your copy by the time that you are reading this message. Each district governor receives enough copies
to provide one to each club president and secretary as well as each cabinet officer. Zone chairpersons
are requested to insure that the directories are delivered to each club.

The multiple district directory is a tool that is designed to keep club officers and members 
informed about important dates, cabinet and club contact information, and multiple district as well as
district officer contact information. For example, in the directory you can find the name of each club, 
its meeting dates, location, and times, and contact information for each president and secretary for
every club in the state of West Virginia. You will also find the names of your district leaders and cabinet
members and their contact information.  I encourage you to become familiar with the contents of the
directory and keep it with you at all club meetings and functions. Please share the information 
contained therein with all of your club officers. Contact cabinet members and invite them to present a
program at one of your club meetings.



Membership Matters
By PID Steve Glass, DGMT Coordinator

HHeerr  NNaammee  IIss   AAnnnnaa

During our visit to District 49-A in Anchorage, Alaska in November of 2013 I met a young lady
who served as president of her club. Her name was Anna. During the Cabinet meeting on Saturday 
afternoon, the district governor gave each club president or representative an opportunity to talk about
what projects each club was undertaking and an opportunity to share service project ideas as well as
concerns. Anna seemed a little embarrassed as she waited her turn in line, and when she began to
speak, her voice began to crack and she openly sobbed as she reeled off all of the great service projects
that her club had completed and had in progress. As she spoke I imagined that she came from a club of
fifty to seventy-five members. Not so! Actually there were nine members in her club!

What happened next will stick with me forever. Anna looked squarely at every other Lion 
assembled with me and asked the following question, “What is the attitude in your club?” “Do you treat
one another as family as President Tam asked us to do?” She went on to state that her club was a family
that cared very much about one another. When one of her members needed a baby sitter so that she
could go for a job interview, a fellow member provided the service. When one of her older members
needed a ride to the pharmacy or doctor, a fellow member provided the service. “We take care of one 
another” Anna added.

I will ask you Anna’s question. “What is the attitude in your club?” Do you know? Do you 
welcome new members? Do you get to know them and their needs? Do you ask them what being a
member of your club means to them? Do you ask them to participate in all service activities and to take
leadership roles? If not, why not? The time has come when we need to treat service to our fellow club
members as one of the most important services we can provide as Lions.

NNuurrttuurriinngg  ==  GGrroowwtthh  aanndd  SSuussttaaiinnaabbiill iittyy
NNeegglleecctt   ==  DDeeccll iinnee  aanndd  DDiissaappppeeaarraannccee

What are we talking about? These are simple equations. Experience has taught me that where
there is constant attention paid to members’ needs and satisfaction within a club, there is membership
growth and enthusiasm. Where a club neglects to offer the gift of membership to new Lions or neglects
to develop each member to their fullest potential, members leave and eventually the club loses all 
effectiveness.

Three characteristics of membership:
1.   It comes where it is invited.
2.   It stays where it is nurtured.
3.   It leaves where it is neglected.

My Personal Centennial Challenge to Every Lion:

1.   Take a lesson from Anna: Serve one another.
2.   Focus your energies as much inwardly to your club as you do outwardly to the non-Lion community.
3.   Build your club’s strategic plan around the North American Membership Initiative.   
4.   Recognize that without attention to member’s needs, service will diminish and eventually just go 
away.

5.   Nurturing = Growth and Neglect = Decline.



Thomas-Davis DG Picnic & Officer Installation 
at Blackwater Falls Park

On August 21, the Mt. Storm Lions Club presented a Melvin 
Jones Fellowship to Club President Joyce Turner.  
L-R:  PCC Barb Fishel, Lion Jeff Turner, Lion Joyce 

and ZC Bill Larew.

Nutter Fort LC President Bryan Payne receives
the Melvin Jones Fellowship.  Lion Annetta Payne

does the pinning honors.

FVDG and Nutter Fort Lion Ken Shahan is 
presented the Leonard Jarrett Award.   

Thomas-Davis LC conducted an 
August Road pick-up.

PDG Glenn & Lynn Ryburn delivered 7,357 pairs of 
recyclable eye glasses to the Lions Eyeglass Recycling
Center of NOVA in August.  If your club gave glasses to
PDG Glenn, don’t forget to report it on My LCI!

Happenings Around The District



LIONS OF WEST VIRGINIA LEADERSHIP RETREAT

The 2017 Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat is scheduled to be held at Lakeview Golf
Resort and Spa, January 27-29, 2017.  PCC Gary Van Horn, Chairperson, and his committee
have been working hard to plan an exceptional weekend.  All Lions are welcome to participate,
but club and district officers and those who aspire to such positions will find it of special 
interest.

The Retreat is designed to provide an opportunity for Lion leaders to enhance their leadership
skills and deepen their commitment to community service.  The format is similar to that of the
USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum.  Four meals, each with a speaker, are included in the
$125.00 registration fee.    

The first meal is Friday’s dinner.  There will be four seminar opportunities on Saturday, as 
well as lunch and dinner with speakers. Attendees can attend two more seminars on Sunday
morning before the closing luncheon.  All seminars are presented by experienced Lions, many
from within West Virginia, or other presenters with unique perspectives on their topics.  In 
addition, the Multiple District program chairpersons are all invited to have displays and 
information about their programs.

Details of speakers and seminars are not yet complete, but they will cover a variety of topics.
Some are not unique to Lions, and will be of interest to non-Lion guests and spouses.  Full 
details will be included in future newsletters and the Retreat brochure, to be issued soon.  
The Lakeview Resort is welcoming the Lions, and is working with the Committee to provide
the best possible meeting experience.  Those who need rooms close to the Retreat meeting
space may make that request when they make their room reservations.  The room rate includes
a daily continental breakfast.

Note from DG Cindy Glass:  The Leadership Retreat Registration form is
available now on the 29-I website under “Forms”, or will be emailed to you upon 
request (scjglass@aol.com or 304-203-2006).  Also important to note:  District 29-I 
has approved five scholarships to first time attendees.  Please use the same contact 
information to request information.  Retreat registration forms and applications for
the scholarship will be included in future 29-I newsletters.  

•   Our district has a new Facebook Page – “Lions of District 29-I”.  Please like 
and share.

•   Please check the district website, too (District 29-I Lions E-District.)   Our IT Chair 
David Damewood has posted a lot of information for our members to use, including a   
current 29-I Directory, the Registration Forms for the 29-I Fall Conference and the 
2017 Lions Leadership Retreat, training materials and more.  

•   The MD Directory lists the wrong home phone number for PDG Glenn and 
Lion Lynn Ryburn – the correct number is 304-258-8939.  

•   The Deadline to order Peace Poster kits is October 1st. 



DG CINDY GLASS
191 Ridgeway Avenue
Bridgeport, WV  26330
304-842-4132
304-203-2006
scjglass@aol.com

CENTENNIAL SERVICE CHALLENGE - WE’RE ALMOST THERE
Submitted by PID Larry Johnson

The latest statistics indicate we have already passed 90% of our goal of impacting the lives of 100 million
people during the Centennial Service Challenge.  You may remember our goal was to serve 25 million
people in each of four areas: Engaging Our Youth, Protecting Our Environment, Sharing the Vision, and
Relieving the Hunger.  We have already surpassed our goal in two areas, but need to do more in Sharing
the Vision and Relieving the Hunger. 

The important thing to remember is that many clubs are doing great work in all of these areas, BUT, if
the activities are not reported through MyLCI and earmarked as Centennial Service Challenge projects,
the numbers do not get included.  Clubs participating in the Challenge also earn banner patches each
year, recognizing their work.  The patches are awarded based on the reporting through MyLCI.  If you
don’t know how to do the reporting, ask your Centennial Coordinator to suggest a nearby club Secretary
that can show you how it’s done.

For complete information on the Centennial Service Challenge, the Centennial
Membership Challenge, the Centennial Community Legacy Project, and other
Centennial resources, go to lionsclubs.org and click on Lions100, then Toolbox.
There are many resources on the Lions100 site you can use for club programs and
planning ideas, as well as logos, centennial merchandise and more.
Our District Centennial Coordinator is PCC Doug Long.


