December 2019
UNLIMITED HORIZONS
District Governor Ruth Straley
This time of year is a busy one for most Lions clubs. It starts in November with food
collections and deliveries and becomes hectic in December with Christmas tree
decorating, singing Christmas carols and distributing gifts and pictures to children. I have
heard so many wonderful stories as I visited with clubs. “We Serve” our communities
with joy and good cheer at this time of the year. I look forward to reading the club
activities reports to see all the Christmas events.
There are two times a year we experience big drops in membership and they both coincide with dues payments.
The first six months of the year ends on December 31. Many Lions pay dues two times a year twice annually. What
happens on December 31 is clubs drop members who have not paid their dues for the next six months of the year.
This results in big negatives for the District. What I ask you to do today if you pay semi-annually is to pay your dues
so the club secretary records them.
Club Presidents: I ask that you personally contact each member who pays dues semi-annually. Ask them if they are
planning to remain a Lion and ask them to be certain the dues payments are made by December 31st. While you
are talking to them ask them how they think things are going in the club. Let each member know how valuable
he/she is to the club. Most of our drops are due to club politics or dissatisfaction. This is the time to find out how
this member feels about the Lions experience.
If you have never attended the MD29 Leadership Retreat and you are interested in attending, please apply for a
scholarship. We have FIVE available for District 29-I. A registration form is included in the newsletter. Note that
you can attend Friday evening and Saturday or only Saturday. The scholarship pays for the registration fee. It is in
Flatwoods so an easy location for driving for the day for many.
I am happy to tell you that most of our clubs have donated to the Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) and
the West Virginia Sight Conservation Foundation. If your club hasn’t contributed to both of these, I ask you to do so
regardless of the amount. Our goal is for 100% contribution in both and we haven’t achieved it.
Thank you to the clubs I have visited from July until today for your hospitality and for the gifts Charlie and I have
received. Your generosity is overwhelming. We love the unique items from the areas the clubs are located. Your
donations to the Lions’ areas of support have been heartwarming and will go for the causes you identified.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all District 29-I Lions and their families. Enjoy this very special time of
year. Be kind to yourself and others you encounter.

RUTH’S DISTRICT GOVERNOR SCHEDULE
January 2020
24-25 Leadership Retreat

Flatwoods

26

Flatwoods

Council Meeting

February 2020
15

Cabinet Meeting

Morgantown (specific location TBD)

March 2020
5

Adamston DG Visit

13-15 District L Conference

6:30 pm - Adamston Christ Church United Methodist
Parkersburg - Blennerhasset

April 2020
14

Wilsonburg

6:00 pm – Parkette Restaurant

20

Moorefield/Petersburg

Location TBD

May 2020
8-9

MD 29 Conference

Charleston Marriott

9

Council Meeting

Charleston Marriott

Lion John Mason
First Vice District Governor
Lion Kim has me busy with our club’s Toys for Tots program. She is
watching my cookie intake and making sure my beard is just right.
This is one of the best times of the year. We are all busy shopping,
decorating, and getting ready to celebrate with family and friends.
As we enter this holiday season, let us not forget our mission “We
Serve.” Many clubs have their special community project during
this time like adopting angels and ringing bells for the Salvation
Army, preparing food baskets, and toy drives just to name a few. Lions seem to even do more during this
time of the year.
Lion Kim and I would like to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
If I can provide any assistance to your club, please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone at 304-8207742 or email me at jlmason0531@gmail.com

Let’s have fun being a Lion serving our communities.

Susan P. Long
2nd Vice District Governor
Melvin’s Group Finds the Cheese !!!!
If you are just joining my article story
line (Who Moved My Cheese?) you will find Melvin has been leading
a group of unique individuals in finding the Big Cheese Station throughout an industrious
maze. There are five individuals (mice) who will be leading various groups throughout this
maze to find the Big Cheese Station (successful Lions Clubs).
In the last article Melvin made a change in direction and asked for assistance. By seeking
this recommendation, Melvin’s group restructured themselves and successfully traveled
through the maze to their Big Cheese Station we will call Lion’s Club International or LCI.
After the group found the Station and had their fill of wonderful cheese, Melvin led the
group in a debriefing before napping on their great meal. In this debriefing, Melvin asked
his followers three important questions:
* We were successful but what lead to our success?
*Are we thankful for our success?
*Can we continue in smaller groups and lead them to the Big Cheese Station even if
change is an issue.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND KEEP VOLUNTEERING ALIVE!!!!!!

Membership Message by PCC Doug Long - GMT

Improving membership must be a continuous process if your Lions club is going to be
successful in service to your community. Lions Clubs international estimates that each member in your
club gives your club the ability to serve on average 70 people in need. Is there any Lion member taking
the time to read this that would not like help doing the activities that each of us do to help serve our
community?
We as Lions need to be ever mindful of the membership needs of our local Lions clubs.
Here are some difficult but important questions that each club in our district should be asking, if we truly
want to recruit new members:
1. Does your club have a membership chairperson that is actually working on recruitment of new
members and retaining the members that you already have?
2. As a lion do you believe that it is your responsibility to bring new members to your Lions’ Club?
3. When was the last time that your club held a membership night or event?
4. How many members have been added to your club roster in the last 6 months, year or two years?
5. Is Your Lions Club satisfied with the service that it is accomplishing?
6. Can additional members increase the service projects that you perform?
Each of us is asked by Lions Clubs International to set membership Goals! I know that each of you have
listened to governors explain to your clubs that they would like to have all clubs have a net growth in
membership during their term. This can only be accomplished by the governor if individual clubs and
individual lions also set measurable goals to increase membership. This can only be accomplished if YOU
as a Lion take this to a personal level by setting a membership goal for yourself!
Together we can build our association and together we can tear it down. The choice to Ask 1 or to ignore
one is yours.

MESSAGE FOR CLUB SECRETARIES
As a Club Secretary your duties include distributing club rosters to your club members
at least once a year but preferably twice a year to coincide with the dues payment periods (July and January).
The rosters can easily be printed from MyLion. My Lion was not changed and has proven to be easy to navigate.
The problem I see is that MANY secretaries are not keeping rosters current. Recently I visited two clubs who had 70
percent of members with no phone numbers and no email. Worse yet the other had had 86% without emails listed.
This is a major problem.
An even larger problem exists when club presidents are identified in the PU-101 but no phone numbers or email
addresses are input. Lions International, the Multiple District and the District provide information directed to club
presidents. Your club is left out if there is no email identified.
If you input the two pieces of information you can easily distribute club reminders, information and keep all
members aware of what is happening. It provides a fast and efficient means of communication.
In the next two years the Lion magazine will be sent out via email – no printed magazines. The multiple district is
working on the process to create emailing the annual Lion booklet. It costs about $4,500 to copy and mail and
based on annual conference attendance it does not appear the cost to do the mailings is worthwhile.
Encourage your members to give you an alternate email address if they do not have one. A great idea used by a
couple clubs is to set up a club email address and have the club officers have access to the account. Be creative and
encourage your fellow Lions to do the same. If someone doesn’t have email, then ask him/her to give you an email
for a child or a grandchild who will receive the email. It is essential that we have a way to communicate in today’s
world of technology.
We must have correct addresses, telephone numbers and most importantly email addresses. You cannot be an
effective club secretary if you do not keep your MyLCI membership up to date.
Note: The Club President must insure all secretaries are doing the input into MyLCI and MyLion. If the secretary
cannot perform this function then another club member may be identified as the club service coordinator and given
access to club records.
Just a reminder about the importance of input to MyLion. If your club secretary does not drop members who are
no longer paying dues by December 31 or June 30 then your club owes the dues for those members for the next six
months. You do not want to be put in a situation where your club owes both international and state dues from
members who dropped. This money will have to be paid from your club’s administrative fund. I cannot stress
enough about the importance of keeping your club’s records up to date.

Fellow Lions, each month, in the District 29-I newsletter, we are
reminded that we can benefit the Lions Club International Foundation
by shopping at the smile.amazon.com site. As a follow up, as
November of 2019, LCIF has received $8,662.35 from Amazon
for purchase made through smile.amazon.com.
Submitted by: Lion David Damewood

WINNING PEACE POSTER FOR
DISTRICT 29I.
Congratulations to Yewon Song, age 12. Attends Elkins
Middle School, 7th grade.

Michael Wilder

Berkeley Springs

Justin Campbell

Moorefield

Justin Hedrick

Petersburg

Vicki D. Campbell

PawPaw

Around the District
Valley District Lions Club
On October 15, 2019, Lion
Tom Radabaugh, with the
Valley District Lions Club.,
received the Melvin Jones
Fellowship. This is the
highest honor from the
Lions Club International
Foundation and awarded to
members who are true
humanitarians and have
rendered outstanding
community service. Tom
has been a member of the
Valley District Lions Club
since July 1, 1976. The
award was presented by
District Governor Ruth
Straley and Kermit Hawley,
president of the Valley
District Lions Club.

We were also honored to announce the
November Student of the Month, Haylie
Trenum. Haylie was accompanied by her
grandmother, Linda Baker at the November
meeting and dinner. Haylie received a cash
award and certificate. Congratulations to
Haylie.

The Valley District Lions Club, along
with West Preston School, is pleased
to announce the September 2019
Student of the Month, Sidney Deal.
Sidney was accompanied by her
parents, and siblings, Tony, Chris,
James and Ally at the October 28th
meeting and dinner. Sidney was
awarded a certificate and cash
award, which she graciously donated
back to the Lions Club. We would
like to thank Sidney for her generous
donation and congratulate her on
this award.

The Valley District Lions Club, in
conjunction with West Preston School, is
pleased to announce the October
Student of the Month, Bailey Turner.
Bailey was accompanied by her parents,
Mary Ann and Travis Turner at the
November meeting and dinner. Bailey
received a certificate and cash award.
Congratulations to Bailey.

On November 5, the Valley District Lions Club presented
a check in the amount of $3,743.68 to Marvin Stuck with
the Valley District Food Pantry. This money was collected
from patrons of Shop N Save in Reedsville. We would like
to thank Roger Bolyard, manager of Shop N Save, for
allowing the Valley District Lions Club to perform this
service for our community. Pictured are Mike Spiker, Tom
Radabaugh, Lorrie Nielsen, Marvin Stuck with the Valley
Food Pantry, Roger Bolyard Manager of Shop N Save,
Kermit Hawley & Judy Harder. We are looking forward to
collecting donations again this year. The Valley District
Food Pantry, located at the Masontown United Methodist
Church, is open the first and third Tuesday of each month
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Recipients must be a resident of the
Valley District. Donations can be dropped off on
Mondays from 8 to 11 a.m.

The American Heritage Girls Troop WV 1557 also attended
the October 28 Valley District Lions Club meeting. They
presented information on Wreaths Across America program.
In December they will helping the West Virginia National
Cemetery to remember and honor our veterans by laying
Remembrance wreaths on the graves of our country’s fallen
heroes. For more information, please visit with website at
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. Local donations can be sent
to: VEMC, PO Box 232, Reedsville, WV 26547. Pictured are
Brittany Braham, Mackenzie Braham, Layla Braham,
Tabitha Holmes, Elizabeth Holmes, Jennifer Funk and
Madeline Funk.

Rowlesburg Lions Club
Paw Paw Lions Club

Pictured are the
candidates at the
annual Rowlesburg
Lion's Club
Halloween Costume
Contest. Prizes and
certificates were
awarded in several
age-classes,
including adult.

PawPaw Lions Club President
Emily Carrasquillo and her Lion
Grandfather rang in the
Christmas season by ringing the
Salvation Army bell in
Cumberland, MD

PARSONS LIONS CLUB COOKBOOK
The Parsons Lions Club is creating a Lions cookbook that will be sold as a fundraiser
to support their service projects.
Do you have a family favorite recipe? How about something you make for tailgating? The recipes can be
put in memory of someone special who cooked it or loved it.
Please help the Parsons Lions by sharing your recipes to put in their cookbook. Cutoff date for submitting
recipes is December 31, 2019.
More information on the sale of the cookbooks will be provided as the project is completed.
Send your recipes to: Keith Lipscomb, Club Secretary
459 Lipscomb Road; Parsons, WV 26287
Kipscomb@frontiernet.net

Phone: 304-478-2795

Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat
January 24-25, 2020
Flatwoods Days Inn & Suites and Conference Center
Registration Fee:
$100.00 Friday & Saturday – Three banquet meals, seminars and materials.
$75.00 Saturday only – Two banquet meals, seminars and materials
Registration Deadline is January 17, 2020.
Rooms: Contact Days Inn at 866-700-7284 (tell them Lions Club)
Rate: $91.00 (1 or 2 in room) $95.39 (3 or 4 in room)
Breakfast is included for individuals staying at the hotel.
Retreat Activities include: Seminars to improve your Lions experience; motivational speakers; informational displays;
Lions merchandise; Silent Auction; hospitality room; door prizes; great meals; and plenty of fun and fellowship.
Information on specific seminars will be available in the coming months in district newsletters and in a brochure.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________ Email: _______________________
Club Name: __________________________ District: ______________
First Time Attendee: ________ (Y/N) Special Dietary Requirements: __________________________________
Amount enclosed (mark): Full $100_______ Saturday only $75 _______
Make checks payable to Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat or LWVLR
and send the registration information above and your payment to:
PCC Cindy Glass, 191 Ridgeway Drive, Bridgeport, WV 26330
Contact PCC Cindy for more information at cinwa130@gmail.com or 304-203-2006.

“Leadership is not about being the best. Leadership is about making everyone else better.”

SERVICE PROJECT AT THE LEADERSHIP RETREAT
January 24-25, 2020
Flatwoods Conference Center
To Benefit the Pediatric Blood and Cancer Center
At WVU Medicine Children’s Hospital
Please donate any of the following items for the young patients and families:
Microwave single-serve macaroni & cheese
Microwave single serve soups
Applesauce cups
Capri Sun drink pouches
Keurig tea and hot chocolate pods
Chick-Fil-A Gift Cards
Starbucks Gift Cards
Wal-Mart Gift Cards
Gas Cards (from Sheetz etc.)
Clubs and individuals are encouraged to help with this worthwhile service project.
Please join this service project for the WVU Medicine Children’s Hospital. If you’d like to
contribute but aren’t planning to be at the Leadership Retreat please contact PCC Cindy Glass at
Cinwa130@gmail.com or PDG Linda Leasure at linleasure@yahoo.com and we’ll coordinate pickup
of items with Lions who will be attending.
Thank you!
PDG Linda Leasure
LWVLR Committee

ABUNDANCE OF FOOD IS ACCOMPANIED BY TREMENDOUS WASTE
A recent article entitled "The Story of Food Waste", written by Clint Hogbin at the Berkley County
Solid Waste Authority, states that 50% of all food produced in the U.S.is thrown away and ends
up in the landfill. As an old "Trash Talker" myself, I read this article and learned that the US EPA
estimates that more food reaches our landfills than any other single material thrown in our trash.
Much of this food waste comes from our homes, chain store grocers, oversized portions at
restaurants, schools and hospitals all while much of this food is edible at the time it was
discarded. When boxes of bruised fruit and vegetables gets tossed everyday (no longer eye
candy on the shelf) it becomes tons of waste in the landfill. The local hog farmer is no longer in
business and huge amounts of food waste at the local hospital and/or schools are no longer
collected for feed but dumped in the landfill.
When food goes to the plastic lined municipal solid waste landfill, it’s much like tying food in a
plastic bag. The nutrients in the food never return to the soil and the wasted food rots and
produces methane gas at the landfill, which is more powerful than carbon dioxide in the global
warming potential.
Sometimes we are willing to cut out bad spots in apples and peaches, and what is salvaged is still
good to eat. Kind of like a new appliance in the scratch and dent aisle, it still works
As Lions in 29-I, let’s continue to share our leftover food from our meetings with local shelters and
missions. Let’s collect those organic peelings and coffee grounds at home for the flower bed or
our vegetable garden and maybe challenge your grocers to discount a bruised peach rather than
trash it for that perfect one on display.

Submitted by: Lion Paul E. Hamrick
Clarksburg
Environmental Chair, 29-I

Submit pictures and articles by the 3rd
of each month in order to get in the
next month’s newsletter.
Send to our newsletter editor
Mickey Nardella
at mickey@ma.rr.com
with a text copy to DG Ruth at 904-608-4715

DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON? Each time customers shop
at smile.amazon.com Amazon will donate 0.5 percent of
the net purchase price for millions of eligible products to
the charity of your choice. There is no additional cost or
charge to customers or charities for this. Customers who
shop with Amazon Smile can choose a charity to support before they start shopping. You
can change to another charity at any time, should you wish. Lions Clubs International
Foundation is one of the available charities from which you can choose. To register for
Amazon Smile, go to smileamazon.com and register. Select LCIF as your charity and every
time you shop at Amazon Smile you will benefit LCIF.

