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      Together, Let’s Make a Difference 

I am happy to report that District 29-I had 100% club participation in 

WV Sight Foundation and LCIF.  To date, we have received 

$65,843.00 supporting District 29-I Parade of Checks.  Great job!                     

Thank you. 

The 23rd West Virginia Lions Leadership Retreat was a roaring success.  Thanks to Chair 

Sue Long and all the committee for their hard work.  The seminars and speakers were 

fantastic.  This year we had 18 “First Timers” (photograph can be found in newsletter).   

Between District 29-I, Past District Governor Association and a private donation, we were 

able to award 15 scholarships. 

I have declared the month of February 100% Reporting Month.  I want all clubs to report 

in MYLCI their Membership and Service Activities.  For the majority of clubs this will be 

routine and I thank you for your continuous outstanding performance.  If any club needs any 

assistance, please contact John Mason, SVDG and he will be happy to give you guidance. 

Have you planned your club Childhood Cancer service?  February is Childhood Cancer 

Awareness Month and Febuary15, 2019 is International Childhood Cancer Day.   

Remember the Multiple District 29 (State) Convention is May 3 -5, 2019 at the Days Inn in 

Flatwoods.   

If I can provide any assistance to you or your club, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

DG Rob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

LION RUTH STRALEY, FIRST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

 
Last weekend I attended the Leadership Retreat at Flatwoods.  It was one of the best 

retreats I have attended with outstanding speakers, the seminars’ meaningful  content and 

the large number of first time attendees.   Many thanks go to those that put such a good 

program together.  It also was a great idea to end on Saturday night so many could drive 

home if they so chose. 

 

PID Joyce Middleton was with us as both a seminar leader and a dinner speaker. She is one of the key members 

chosen by our International President to promote the “New Voices” initiative for our organization.  The goal is to 

increase the number of females in both membership and leadership positions.  In the United States there are 32% 

female members.  In MD29 there are 34.3% female members so we are doing better than the national average but 

have a long way to go to get closer to 50%.  Just think of this as we are recruiting new members.  Untapped sources 

are in the spouses of many of our members and in co-workers and others we encounter.   

 

Are you ready to step forward and take on new challenges?  There are going to be some major positions without 

the traditional Lions who have filled them in the past.  We are looking for new leaders.  If you have any interest, 

please contact me, your zone chair or any cabinet member to express your interest.  I am so happy that two Lions 

have already contacted me and are going to be part of the future. rstraley@shentel.net  (904)608-4715 cell 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone.  Lion Ruth 

 

Lion John Mason, Second Vice District Governor 

Lions Kim, Ashley, and I had a great time at the Lions of West Virginia 
Leadership Retreat.  We made some new friends and attended some 
interesting classes.  I had the privilege to present two classes on 
MyLCI and MyLion.  The retreat provided three great guest speakers. 
 
Do not forget to report your time at the LWVLR in MyLCI under 
Training.  I would like to see all clubs in District 29 I submit their 

activities for the month of February, 2019.  Let’s be 100%.    Most of the clubs do report, we just need the 
few to report to reach that goal. Looking forward a couple of months to May 2019, mark your calendars 
for our MD 29 WV Lions State Convention at the Days Inn in Flatwoods, WV.  You will have the 
opportunity to vote for your next DG, FVDG, and SVDG. 
 
If I can provide any assistance to your club, please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone at  

304-820-7742 or email me at jlmason0531@gmail.com 

 

Let’s have fun being a Lion serving our communities. SVDG John Mason 

mailto:rstraley@shentel.net
mailto:jlmason0531@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
                       

 DISTRICT CALENDAR  

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

2  Charter Night/DG Visit, Clarksburg Min Street Harrison  

  354 W. Main St., Clarksburg  

            5:30 PM 

15 – 17 District L Conference, Oglebay Park, Wheeling WV 

23  Clarksburg 95th Anniversary, Best Western Plus, Bridgeport  TBA 

APRIL 

MAY 

3 – 5  MD 29 WV Lions State Convention, Days Inn, Flatwoods 

4  Council of Governors, Days Inn Flatwoods      9:30 AM 

5   District 29 I Cabinet Meeting / Breakfast        8:00 AM  

JUNE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Lions Club of Clarksburg 95th 

Charter Celebration 

Saturday March 23, 2019 

Best Western, Bridgeport 

Details will follow.  Come join us! 
 



 

 

Childhood Cancer 

Did you know these alarming Childhood Cancer Facts? 

• Every 2 minutes a child is diagnosed with cancer.  

• There is a13% increase in incidence of childhood cancer over the last 20 years . 

• 6 years average age at diagnosis of children with cancer. 

• >90% of childhood cancer deaths occur in low resource settings. 

Cancer has touched all of our lives at one time or another but particularly devastating is a cancer 

diagnosis involving a child. February is Childhood Cancer awareness month. LCI is actively partnering 

with associations and organizations, like the Garvan Institute of Medical Research,  to help improve 

Lions’ ability to positively impact and improve the lives of children who’ve been diagnosed with 

cancer. Join fellow Lions and plan an event in your area to help combat this horrible disease. Here 

are just a few suggestions: 

• Post monthly articles about childhood cancer on your club or district website and 

social media accounts.  
• Provide cancer support related books and magazines to your local school or library.  
• Write cards full of well wishes and share them with a local cancer center.  
• Give gift cards to identified families in need or a nearby childhood cancer center. 

Cards could cover expenses like gasoline, parking, food, etc.  
• Sponsor a child to attend a childhood cancer camp or activity.  

Together we can make a difference in someone’s life. 

 

PDG Linda Leasure  

MD 29 GST 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the District 

18 First Timers that attended the Leadership Retreat 

Valley District Lions Club 

At the January 28 meeting, the Valley 

District Lions Club honored the West 

Preston Students of the Month for 

November and December. 

The November Student of the Month is 

Sophia Starcher. Pictured are parents, 

Heather Starcher and Rob Satterfield 

and brother, Robert. 

 



 

Main Street Harrison Lions Club 

Clarksburg, WV 

Fellow Lions, 

The Main Street Harrison Lions Club cordially invites you to their “Charter Night Celebration.” It will be on 

March 2, 2019, at their Club House, 354 W. Main Street in downtown Clarksburg.  Social hour will start at 

5:30 and then at 6:00 there will be a buffet dinner. PID Larry Johnson will be our key note speaker. 

The Club was chartered and sponsored by the Tygart Valley Lions Club on September 28, 2018 with 

21(twenty-one) energetic new Lions. With the help of their Guiding Lions Rusty Mall,  

CC Ken Shahan, their newly elected Club President Bryan Payne and the Club have their sites on committing 

to their mission statement. “To provide the less fortunate, school age children of Harrison County, a 

hand up by supplying them with food and everyday essentials that they need to produce a healthy and 

well-rounded life.” 

The cost of the evening will be $25.00 each, which includes appetizers, pork loin, pasta w/ alfredo sauce, 

salad and desserts.  As this Club is newly formed donations or gifts to help this Club would be much 

appreciated. 

                Come join us in the celebration as the newest Lions Club in District 29-I. 

  (Please cut on dotted line and return the bottom registration form) 

================================================================================= 
 

Main Street Harrison Lions Club 
Charter Night Registration  

(Must be received by February 22nd) 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

 Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

 Club______________________________Position______________________District _______ 

 Phone #_____________________ Dietary Needs/Allergies_____________________________ 

 No. Attending __________  Payment ______________ 

 Send Registration to:  Main Street Lions Club 

     Lion Brian Irwin, Treasurer 

     115 S. 4th Street 

     Clarksburg, WV 26301 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

LIONS DISTRICT 29L ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

March 15th and 16th, 2019 

Oglebay Park, Wilson Lodge, Wheeling, WV  26003 

Room Rate $99.00 and up plus tax 

Call 800-624-6988 or 304-243-4000 

Reservations by February 13, 2019 

Ask for Lions Club Conference Rate 

Cost of conference $80.00 

Includes lunch and banquet on Saturday 

Submit registration by March 12, 2019 

Make check playable to: District 29L Conference 

Mail check and form to PDG John Wensyel 

40 Raven Avenue, Wheeling, WV  26003 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Name(s) ___________________________________________  

Address ____________________________________________  

Phone _______________    Email ________________________  

Club _______________________________________________  

Special Dietary Needs _________________________________      

1st Time Attendee Yes ___   No ___ Number Attending _______  

Amount Enclosed _________  

Contact PDG John Wensyel   304-233-1173   or 304-280-8115 with questions 



 
 
 
 

               Marion Russell      Shinnston 

                  
 

 

 

 

 

                                                            January 2018 
 

NEW MEMBER  LIONS CLUB   SPONSOR 

John S. McFarland  Harpers Ferry Bolivar  Meredith Blackford 

Martin D. Broderick Lost Creek    Stephen Hall  

Albert Taylor  Lost Creek    Stephen Hall 

Kevin L. Keplinger Rowlesburg    Catherine Burke 

Terri Bland   Shinnston    Doyle Cowger 

Amy Wilson  Shinnston    Enith Wright 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Lions Club of the Month - January 

Small Club – Lost Creek 

Large Club – Bridgeport 

 

 Congratulations! 

Submit pictures and articles by the 3rd  
of each month in order to get in the  

next month’s newsletter. 
Send to DG Rob at 

brights@atlanticbb.net and/or our 
newsletter editor Mickey Nardella  

at mickey@ma.rr.com 

 

mailto:brights@atlanticbb.net
mailto:mickey@ma.rr.com


You have had the opportunity to meet many of the youth exchange students 
both from WV and abroad.  You have read about their adventures and the 

friendships that have formed. You are learning the true value of the Youth 
Exchange program.  For the first time I am seeing our youth exchange 

students visiting each other in their home countries. 

Yuko Ishida from Japan is doing a study abroad program this year in the 

Czech Republic.  She traveled to Finland to spend Christmas with Anni 
Huusko.  Both of these girls stayed with us during the summer of 2017.  The 

sisters in another host family are travelling to Germany during the summer of 2019 to stay 

with a German student who stayed with us during the summer of 2018.   

This month I want to tell our members about the Youth Exchange committee and how it 

works; the importance of the Parade of Checks donations and the need for host families. 

Lion Henry Krautwurst 

WV Lions Youth Camps & Exchange 

By now you have heard from our Youth Exchange students that have gone to visit other countries and from those 
who have come to WV.  As Chair of this program I am thoroughly enjoying what I do to make these exchanges 
happen.  There are two critical components of the WV Lions Youth Camps and Exchange program. None of this 
could happen without the generous contributions made by the Lions Clubs throughout the state and those families 
willing to host an exchange student. 

Our program is wholly dependent upon contributions that we receive from the Lions clubs.  This year we were able 
to increase the scholarship to $1,400 for each WV student.  We budgeted for five students to travel during the 
summer of 2019.  Additionally, we have expenses for Youth Exchange polo shirts, pins and banners for each student 
and other minor miscellaneous expenses.    The majority of our funding comes through the Parade of Checks at 
each District conference.  On behalf of our WV Youth Exchange students I want to thank each club for their 
donations that make these travel opportunities possible. 

The second critical component is that of the host family.  So far this year I have received requests for two students 
to come to WV from Germany, two students from Japan and I am expecting one or two from Finland.  I also expect 
to hear from Italy.  Last summer we received two students from Germany, two students from Japan, two students 
from Italy and one from Finland.   

Being a host family is one of the most rewarding things you can do for a young person wishing to travel and 
encounter a culture different from their own.  So, you are considering being a host family next summer.  Exchange 
students generally stay for 4-6 weeks; most for 4 weeks.  The exchange student will be between 16-21 years old 
and our experience is that those from Europe speak English fairly well and those from Japan not as well. The 
students do have their own medical insurance. 

Let me tell you what we need and what you can expect.  We are looking for a family where there is an adult at 
home during the hosting period and it should be a family known to you that you would feel comfortable sending 
your daughter or son to live with.  It is ok if the family doesn’t have children in the home.  Through family and 
friends, church, Lions etc. try to involve the students with other children their age. My wife, Lorrie, and I do not 
have children at home but we have hosted five students with great success.  We have involved our students with 
our family, daughters, grandchildren and children through church, Lions, Ruritan and friends.  The students go 
everywhere we go and do everything we do.  We tell them that we are their parents while they are with us and our 
home is their home. We try to make the student feel welcome, included and comfortable as possible.  We do 



explain certain rules that we expect them to follow and there has never been a problem.  You will find that you 
have made a new friend for life.  We still hear from each of our exchange students on a regular basis. 

Since 2013, Lorrie and I have hosted girls from Peru, Finland, Japan & Germany.  While the exchange student is with 
us, we enjoy taking them to places they would not ordinarily get a chance to visit.  We learn from them about their 
culture as much as they learn from us.   Last summer all seven exchange students were located in Hampshire 
County.  This provided the opportunity to have a picnic at our home with all of the students, their host families and 
their children.  We had a great time watching the daughters of one of the host family teach everyone how to line 
dance.  They enjoyed making s’mores around the fire pit and just spending time with each other. 

As Chair of the Youth Camps & Exchange program here in WV it is my responsibility to locate host families for our 
incoming guests.  I am only one person and I find it difficult locating all the host families that we need.  I understand 
why many people are unable to host a student.  This is where I need YOUR help.  I would like everyone to help me 
locate host families.  If we are unable to host the students from other countries those countries are not going to go 
out of their way to host WV students.    There are 170 clubs in WV.  You have a much broader reach throughout the 
state than I do and this is why I need your help.  Not only can you help me locate host families you can spread the 
word about the Youth Camps & Exchange program to family, friends & co-workers about the opportunity provided 
by the Lions of WV. 

Our program year starts in August as we prepare our budget and our campaign to reach students ages 15-21 
throughout the state.   Our primary focus is to provide the contest rules and application through the high school 
guidance counselors in every high school in the state.  The Youth Exchange committee is made up of two 
representatives from each district.  Additionally, we strive to contact local newspapers throughout the state with an 
article about our program and explaining how students can apply.  We accept applications from early September 
through mid-November.   The first week-end in December all of the applicants convene in Flatwoods to participate 
in the interview process.  Our interview team is comprised of Lions and educators.  The team will rank the students 
thus selecting the ones who will receive a scholarship. 

Those students are instructed what they need to do before I can request an exchange for them.  Once I have all the 
materials from the student, I contact the Youth Exchange coordinator in the country they wish to visit so the 
exchange can be arranged. At this point the exchange is dependent upon the host country locating a host family.   
When our students travel to another country, they will stay with one or two host families and may attend a Lions 
Youth Camp for a week.  Here they will meet other Lions Youth Exchange students from many other countries. 

If you would like more information or are willing to be a host family please contact me. 

Now, you know why I believe I have the BEST job in all of WV Lions! 

Henry Krautwurst, Chairman, MD29 Youth Camps & Exchange, 301-467-1032 

 
 
DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON?  Each time customers shop at 
smile.amazon.com Amazon will donate 0.5 percent of the net 
purchase price for millions of eligible products to the charity of 
your choice. There is no additional cost or charge to customers or 
charities for this. Customers who shop with Amazon Smile can 
choose a charity to support before they start shopping. You can change to another charity at any time, 
should you wish.  Lions Clubs International Foundation is one of the available charities from which 
you can choose.  To register for Amazon Smile, go to smileamazon.com and register. Select LCIF as 
your charity and every time you shop at Amazon Smile you will benefit LCIF. 



The MiCo in Milan, Italy is the place to be in July! 

 

   The Milan Convention Center (MiCo) will host the 102nd Lions Clubs International Convention July 5–9, 
2019 in Milan, Italy. The MiCo is one of the largest convention centers in the world and will be the 
location of three action-packed plenary sessions, an exciting exhibit hall, and the spectacular international 
show. 
   In addition to the great food, shopping and sights, this year Milan will be celebrating the 500th 
Anniversary of Leonardo da Vinci. He spent more time in Milan than in any other city. Many of Leonardo’s 
contributions will be celebrated with exhibitions and tourist itineraries. 
   There are many attractively priced half-day, full and multiple day tours available to visit places like the 
Swiss Alps, seaside villages and other great cities in Italy.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

   There still is plenty of time to register to attend the Lions International Convention in Milan. From now 
through March 31st the registration fee is $200 and from April 1st through the onsite registration in Milan, 
the fee is $225. To get more info and to register on-line, search lionsclubs.org and click on LCICON on the 
upper right hand of the page.  If you have any questions, please contact MD 29 International Convention 
Chairperson, PCC Al Cox by phone at 304-216-5251 or email at anewtc2@ aol.com. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


