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Happy New Year Lions!  We are midway in our Lions year, and I want to give you an assessment of how we as 

a district are doing.   

Two of our clubs closed recently – Mt. Clare and Arlington-Glen Falls.  Although efforts to continue were 

made by these clubs in recent years with assistance from district officers, the members made the decision to 

cancel their clubs.  However, on the bright side, most of the members in both clubs have transferred into 

other local clubs and plan to continue being Lions.  

Through December 31, only 12 clubs in our district have recorded a net growth in membership.  19 clubs are 

at zero net growth, and the rest of our clubs are negative in membership growth.  The Elkins Lions Club is the 

shining star so far this year, with a Plus 6 or a 17.14% growth.  Buckhannon, Clarksburg, Adamston, East 

Preston, Harpers Ferry-Bolivar, Lumberport, Martinsburg, Moorefield, Nutter Fort, Thomas-Davis, and West 

Milford are also in the positive growth column.   

Overall, we have lost 108 Lions in our district this Lions year (20 to death), and added only 65 new members.  

These are the numbers REPORTED to MyLCI. 

Many clubs are still not reporting their service activities on MyLCI, and unfortunately, several clubs are not 

reporting membership either!  If your club secretary is experiencing problems in filing the reports, or is not 

bothering to try, please contact FVDG Ken Shahan or me. We will be happy to assist you in getting caught up.   

So that is the bad news for the most part.  On the bright side, our clubs do appear to being doing a variety of 

valuable service activities in their communities, and the great majority of our clubs have made a donation to 

LCIF this year.  Bravo! 

In a world of turmoil, your Lions Club makes a difference.  Our local communities are something we can do 

something about, and in order to make that difference, it is vital to keep your club strong.  When inviting 

someone to join your club, tell them why we do it, not just a list of the things we do.  Appeal to their desire 

to make a difference, not add to their list of things to do and meetings to attend.  “Where you see a need, 

take the lead” is a phrase I really like, and this applies not just to service, but to building your club.  What is 

your club’s legacy?  Will your club be around another 5 or 10 or 50 years?  Let’s make the 2nd half our Lions 

year a positive one.  Make a plan to add new members and get everyone in the club to buy into the plan. 

 Yours in service and friendship, DG Cindy 

If your club has not yet scheduled a District Governor visit, please contact me! 



BETWEEN US LIONS 

FVDG Ken Shahan 

Hello, fellow Lions, 

Hope you all had a wonderful time with family and friends this Christmas.  

I just can’t believe its 2017 already, and what a better way to ring in the New 

Year and our Centennial than by celebrating the man who started it all?  

Nearly 100 years ago, Melvin Jones’ vision became reality when delegates 

of the first Lions club met to inaugurate what would become an international 

movement to improve the lives of vulnerable people around the world. 

Jones’ devotion to service embodied the values that have grown Lions Clubs International into the world’s 

largest service organization.  His vision carried Lions Clubs International into the 21st century and his legacy 

will propel it into the next.  

Here’s how it all began. 

Melvin Jones was born on January 13, 1879 in Fort Thomas, Arizona, the son of an Army captain who 

commanded a troop of scouts.  As a young man, Melvin made his home in Chicago, became associated 

with the insurance firm and in 1913 formed his own agency. 

He soon joined the Business Circle, a businessmen’s luncheon group, that was devoted solely to promote 

the financial interest of their membership. But at the age of 38, Melvin had other plans. Melvin Jones once 

asked, “What if these men who are successful because of their drive, intelligence and ambition, were to put 

their talents to work improving their communities?”  At Melvin’s invitation delegates from men’s clubs in 

Chicago met to lay the groundwork for such an organization and on June 7, 1917 Lions Clubs International 

was born. 

Melvin Jones in 1945 represented Lions Club International as a consultant in San Francisco to form the 

organization of the United Nations. Jones, the man whose personal code - “You can’t get very far until you 

start doing something for someone else”- became a guiding principle for public-spirited people the world 

over, died June 1, 1961 at the age of 82. 

We all should be as dedicated to something, in our lives, that helps our fellow 

man. That why “WE SERVE.” 

See you at the WV Lions Leadership Retreat, at Lakeview. 

 

 

 

 



 

    SVDG Rob Bright 

    Second Vice District Governor 

 

It is hard to believe that we are half way through the Lions year.  Time flies by 

when you are having fun and providing services. 

Please remember to register to attend the WV Lions Leadership Retreat to be held 

January 27 – 29, 2017 at Lakeview Resort in Morgantown. 

I am excited to announce in celebration of 100 years of 

humanitarian service, the Lions Clubs International 

2017 Centennial Silver Dollar goes on sale on January 

18, 2017.  The coin features Lions founder Melvin 

Jones and the Lions Clubs logo on the front and a 

family of lions with a globe behind them on the 

reverse.  For each coin sold, $10.00 is authorized to be paid to LCIF.  

I want to wish all of you a Happy New Year! If I can provide any assistance  

to you or your club, please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone at  

304-298-4304 or email me at brights@atlanticbb.net. 
 

Together, Let’s Make a Difference. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Lions Clubs 100th International Convention 
                                 June 30-July 4, 2017 

 
   The Registration Fee to attend LCI’s 100th Convention in Chicago is 

$130 per person, only until January 13, 2017.  The registration fee rises to 

$180 between January 14-March 31, 2017. After April 1, 2017, the registration 

fee is $200 per person.  Don’t miss out on a chance to attend this once in a 

Lions Lifetime Event!!   Please see the registration form in your Lion 

Magazine, or go to www.lionsclubs.org and click on the LCIcon link, which 

has not only the registration form, but also lots of other information.  The 

West Virginia delegation is assigned to the Hyatt Regency Chicago – a great 

location!  Contact Lion Cindy Glass if you need more information. 

 

mailto:brights@atlanticbb.net
https://catalog.usmint.gov/lions-clubs-international-2017-centennial-uncirculated-silver-dollar-17CJ.html?cgid=null&q=lions&navid=search
http://www.lionsclubs.org/


Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat   

Information for January Newsletter  

You Can Still Register for the Leadership Retreat!  

If you haven’t registered yet for the 2017 Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat, now is the 

time.  The $125 registration fee remains unchanged.  Six seminar opportunities, four meals with 

speakers, vendors and project displays will all add to your experience.  The sharing among the Lions 

attending is often a highlight. 

Past International Director Dr. H. Hauser Weiler, will be the featured speaker on Saturday 

evening.  He served as an International Director in 2012-14, along with West Virginia’s own PID Steve 

Glass.  PID Weiler is from Lancaster, Virginia, and has been a member of the Tappahannock Lions Club 

since 1989.  He is an ophthalmologist and is a member of the founding committee of Lions KidSight USA.  

He has been chairperson of the Multiple District 24 Remote Area Medical (RAM) program, and very 

involved with the Virginia Lions Eyeglass Recycling Foundation.  We are pleased that PID Weiler will be 

joining us for the Retreat. 

Remember, the Retreat is open to all Lions. Non-Lion spouses and guests will find much of the 

program to be of interest. The action begins Friday evening with dinner, continues all day Saturday, and 

concludes after lunch on Sunday. 

The Retreat will be held at Lakeview Resort January 27-29, 2017. The $125.00 registration fee is 

inclusive of all Retreat activities.   

Do not delay!  Register now!  See the form included with this newsletter, and contact the Resort 

for room reservations. 

Questions should be directed to the Chairperson of the Retreat, PCC Gary van Horn, at 304-261-

1229 (cell), or 304-258-3261 (home). 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you have an interest in declaring your candidacy for the office of Second Vice District 

Governor, please let me know by email (scjglass@aol.com or cinwa130@gmail.com) or by phone at 

304-203-2006.  There are several new election procedures we will need to implement this year, and I 

will need to appoint committees in order to comply.  DG Cindy Glass 

  

mailto:scjglass@aol.com
mailto:cinwa130@gmail.com


Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat 

January 27-29, 2017 

Lakeview Resort. Cheat Lake, WV 

REGISTRATION FEE $125 

Registration includes dinner Friday, Lunch Saturday, Dinner Saturday, and Lunch Sunday 

Continental Breakfast each day included in room rate 

Print or Type Clearly 

Lion_________________________________________________________________________________   

Name       Name for Tag 

 

Lion or Guest_________________________________________________________________________   

Name       Name for Tag 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address                                             City                              State                            Zip Code 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone          Business Phone    E-Mail 

_____________________________________________ I am a 1st time attendee:  Yes_______No_______ 

District                                                  Club Name                                                                                                                        

 

If you have special dietary requirements, please list below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to: Lions of WV Leadership Retreat (Note: Credit cards will not be used) 

Mail Completed Registration to: 

PCC Gary Van Horn 
69 Fern Place Lane 

Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 
       

Contact PCC Gary Van Horn with any questions: 
(C) 304-261-1229; gvanhorn3@frontier.com; (H) 304-258-3261 

 
Room Rate: $94.00 for standard room or 2 double beds. 

Make room reservations directly with the Lakeview Resort at 1-800-624-8300 before December 27, 2016 

***You may request a room close to the Retreat activities when you reserve a room. 

 
 



MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

By PID Steve Glass, DGMT Coordinator 

In a recent message to Global Membership Team members, International First Vice 

President Dr. Naresh Aggarwal stated, “And there is no greater calling in Lionism than to build new 

clubs, recruit new members, and retain our Lions.” There you have it! The main calling for each of 

us heading into the second half of this year and the new Century of Service: extend Lionism into 

new communities, offer the gift of service and leadership to new members, and focus on 

membership satisfaction to our existing Lions. 

Lion Naresh goes on to add, “Consider these facts: each Lion serves about 70 people a year. 

This means that a new club of 20 Lions will serve 1,400 people in need in its very first year. If every 

club in the world grew by just one member, Lions could serve an additional 3.27 million people!” 

Membership growth is the responsibility of every Lion! This is the time of year when we 

think about new resolutions. Will you resolve to take the following challenges over the next six 

months? 

1. Assist me in extending three new Lions club in District 29-I before June 20, 2017? 
2. Invite a new member each week over the next six months? 
3. Serve as a mentor to a member in your club who may have lost interest or is not 

attending service activities regularly? 
 
One of the best ways to promote club membership growth is to shine a spotlight on service 
by hosting a public event. Here are a few ideas you can share with your club members: 
 
1. Invite the community to a Lions open house. 
2. Open your service projects to non-Lion participants. 
3. Host or sponsor a major community event. 
4. Invite one-time volunteers from colleges. 
5. Donate a public item. 

 
Most of all, invite those who attend and follow up with them! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 
             The District has awarded five “First Timer” Scholarships  

to the West Virginia Lions Leadership Retreat. 
 

They are as follows: 
 

            Brandon Smith       Martinsburg Lions Club 
            Richard (Bruce) Clutter      West Milford Lions Club 
            Lorraine Canoles      Berkeley Spring Lions Club  
            Jimmie Pennington      Elkins Lions Club 
            Darrell Dean       Rowlesburg Lions Club 

 
 



      LEADERSHIP NUGGETS 
 

By PID Steve Glass, DGLT Coordinator 
 

During the months of May and June of 2016, we conducted club officer training across all of 
our nine zones in District 29-I. During that training, we ask club presidents to meet with the other 
club officers and set goals for 2016-2017 in four important areas: 

 
1. Membership 
2. Leadership Development 
3. Service 
4. Fund Raising 

 
As a new calendar year begins and brings us into the second half of our Lion year, I invite 

each club president to review and assess where you are. Are you achieving those goals? Are you on-
target? Have you set goals? If not, why not? Do you need some assistance with the process? If so, I 
am available to assist you. In any endeavor that we undertake we need a plan. A plan consists of 
goals and action items to help achieve those goals. Nowhere are goals more critical than in 
membership recruitment and leadership development. 

 
As we move forward into the second half of this year, I want to share with you my personal 

Centennial Challenge to Every Lion: 
 
1. Take a lesson from Anna: Serve one another. 
2. Focus your energies as much inwardly to your club as you do outwardly to the non-Lion 

community 
3. Build your club’s strategic plan around the North American Membership Initiative. 
4. Recognize that without attention to members’ needs, service will diminish and eventually 

just go away. 
 
NURTURING =GROWTH and NEGLECT =DECLINE.  

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not too late to register for this year’s West Virginia Lions Leadership 

Retreat.  The Registration form is contained herein, and it would be great to 

have each club “sponsor” at least one future or current leader by paying the 

$125 Retreat registration fee! 



 

 

 

 

District Calendar  

January 7  Council of Governors 10 am at     

                                      Lakeview Resort 

   WVPDGA Meeting at 1 pm at Lakeview  

                                     Resort 

January 14  29-I Cabinet Meeting – 11 am – Copper  

                                     House Grill, Fairmont 

January 27-29 West Virginia Lions Leadership Retreat  

   at Lakeview Resort 
February 21  Philippi Lions Club District Governor’s Night – Details TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  (Reported in December) 

Mary Lancaster Clarksburg Lions Club Marie Whitehair, Sponsor 

Desirre Guire  Elkins Lions Club  Verna Corley, Sponsor 

James Guire  Elkins Lions Club  Verna Corley, Sponsor 

 

 

 
These Lions will be sadly missed: 

Richard Woofter  Jane Lew Lions Club 

David Kelso Marple  Johnstown Lions Club 

John Hamric   Wilsonburg Lions Club 

                    (Reported as of December) 
 



Tunnelton Lions Club visits South Preston and Fellowsville Schools 

with coloring books and crayons for all Pre-K and K students 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leonard Jarrett recipients honored during the Jane Lew/East Lewis 

District Governor’s meeting in December 

 
 

 

 

 

 

               Pat Casey                                       Sheila Frasier         Tonya Price 

 

 
 

Harpers Ferry-

Bolivar Lions 

Club in local 

Christmas parade. 


