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UNLIMITED HORIZONS
District Governor Ruth Straley
It is finally time to head to Milan, Italy to receive the
official Lions Clubs International installation as your District 29I Governor. Both
DGE Gary Boyd, 29C, and DGE Bill Syphers, 29L, will be going as well as our
group leader, PID Bob Browning. Before the day is done on July 5th we will be
installed.
As you may notice at the top of the page you see a new logo. My theme for 2019-2020 is “Unlimited
Horizons.” Yes, we have mountains to climb but I believe beyond those mountains are unlimited horizons
that we are yet to conquer. It is up to all of us to journey on the path to make this a great year for 29I.
Together we can accomplish much. Alone we will continue to struggle. One of the first actions for the
Cabinet this year is to identify struggling clubs and develop the paths to take to strengthen and grow them.
I ask that if you are a member of a struggling club and want to step forward and ask for help please contact
your Zone Chairperson or me directly. Revitalizing our clubs is the major goal for me and the Cabinet this
year.
The first Cabinet meeting will be held on August 10 at 10:00 am at the Fort Ashby Community Center.
This is the time to discuss the business of our district. If your club has anything you want to bring forward
for information or action, please let your Zone Chairperson know. We currently have vacancies in Zones 4
and 7. Please step forward and become a part of the district’s leadership. Contact me directly.
Speaking of Zone Chairpersons, these positions are the direct link for your club to the District Governor.
For some unknown reason our district has struggled to find Lions willing to fill these critical roles. Last
year Past District Governors (PDG) filled some of these positions. The Zone Chairperson is the next step
forward for club presidents. You can be a Zone Chairperson and a club president at the same time. This is
a core concept of leadership in the Lions organization.
I am proposing to the Cabinet that we have a district service project. We are going to discuss this at the
first cabinet meeting. If you have ideas, please share them.
SAVE THE DATES: September 27 and 28 - District I Conference and Leaf Peepers Weekend at Canaan
Valley Resort.
We are fortunate to have Lion Jennifer Tupa from the Fort Ashby Lions Club as our Media Coordinator.
She is going to help us share our stories and our pictures on platforms like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
and whatever else she has decided. The goal is to share news and events throughout the district. Lion
Jenn is awaiting the arrival of her first child in August, but she assures me she’ll be ready to go when you
send her input. You can email her at jjw686@hotmail.com and even I found her on Facebook.
Yes, I am excited and ready to go. Please join me on the path toward UNLIMITED HORIZONS.

RUTH’S DISTRICT GOVERNOR SCHEDULE
July 2019
3-12

International Conference

Milan, Italy

23

Parsons

6:30 pm - Parsons Church

27

Council Meeting/PDG Appreciation

Mt. Hope Lions Building

August 2019
7-9

Municipal Conference

Huntington

10

Cabinet Meeting

10:00 am - Fort Ashby Community Building

11

Mt. Storm

2:00 pm – Mt. Storm Presbyterian Church

20

East Preston

7:00 pm - Alpine Lake Rhododendron Room

26

Tennerton

6:30 pm - Buckhannon North River Park

27

East Lewis (picnic)

6:30 pm - Peterson School Pavilion

28

Ireland/Central Upshur Picnic

6 pm - Ireland Community Building

September 2019
5

Bridgeport

6:00 pm - Benedum Civic Center

11

Wardensville

6:00 pm - Capon Springs and Farms

23

Paw Paw

6:00 pm – Location TBD

27-28 DG Conference

(Cabinet Meeting) Canaan Valley Resort

October 2019
8

Junior

6:30 pm - Junior Church

14

West Milford DG Meeting

6:00 pm - West Milford Community Center

21

Buckhannon/Kesling Mill/Hodgesville

6:30 pm - Kesling Mill Lions Building

22

Berkeley Springs

5:00 pm - Location TBD

23

Lost Creek/Johnstown DG Meeting

6:30 pm - Lost Creek United Methodist Church

November 2019
1-2

District C Conference

Beckley

3

Council Meeting

Beckley

11

Elkins

Western Steer Steak House

December 2019
10

Jane Lew DG Visit

Location TBD

January 2020
24-25 Leadership Retreat
26

Council Meeting

February 2020
March 2020
5

Adamston DG Visit

6:30 pm - Adamston Christ Church United Methodist

15-16 District L Conference
April 2020
May 2020
3

Council Meeting

Charleston Civic Center

8-9

MD 29 Conference

Charleston Civic Cente

June 2020
30

End of my DG Year

Submit pictures and articles by the 3rd
of each month in order to get in the
next month’s newsletter.
Send to our newsletter editor
Mickey Nardella
at mickey@ma.rr.com
with a text copy to DG Ruth at 904-608-4715

DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON? Each time customers shop at
smile.amazon.com Amazon will donate 0.5 percent of the
net purchase price for millions of eligible products to the
charity of your choice. There is no additional cost or
charge to customers or charities for this. Customers who
shop with Amazon Smile can choose a charity to support
before they start shopping. You can change to another charity at any time, should you wish.
Lions Clubs International Foundation is one of the available charities from which you can
choose. To register for Amazon Smile, go to smileamazon.com and register. Select LCIF as
your charity and every time you shop at Amazon Smile you will benefit LCIF.

Lion John Mason, Second Vice District Governor

It has been a pleasure to serve as Second Vice District Governor and I
am looking forward to being First Vice District Governor. Lion Kim
and I are looking forward to the next year and visiting the remaining
27 clubs in District 29 I. Be on the lookout for us at one of your
meetings.
With the new year comes some changes. MyLCI will be used to
report membership data. MyLion will be used to report service projects and fundraisers. If you
need any assistance with either MyLCI or MyLion, please let me know. I am available to come
visit your club to train your members.
If I can provide any assistance to your club, please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone at
304-820-7742 or email me at jlmason0531@gmail.com.
Let’s have fun being a Lion serving our communities.
FVDG John Mason

Hello fellow Lions. My name is Lion Sue Long and I
am District 29-I Second Vice District Governor. I am
about to start a story about a journey that hopefully
will continue for the next
3 years. In approximately two weeks I will be
attending my 50th high school reunion and will
probably sit around with friends talking about what
has happened over the past years to me and how the
road to success began. My favorite book that has
encouraged me to take steps in leadership is “Who
Moved My Cheese?” by Dr. Spencer Johnson. As I
approach this new position, I believe the key words are
“anticipating change, adapting to change, enjoy
change and be ready to change quickly, again and
again.” So, stay tuned for the next phase of my story as you read each newsletter.

Lion Roy Knight
Multi-District Coordinator
WV Lions Student Work Program
As many of you know the West Virginia Lions Student Work Program is one of many ongoing programs
that Lions of West Virginia support. Located on the campuses of the WV State Schools for the Deaf and
the Blind students are given the opportunity of working a few hours each week on campus to earn money
for spending.
The work can include working in the library, cleaning cafeteria tables, assisting teachers, work with the
grounds crew and maintenance, delivering messages, and the like. Students at present are paid five
dollars an hour.
This past academic year twenty-one students participated. Each spring before classes are finished, we
invite all who worked to a Recognition Dinner at a local restaurant in Romney where all are served a
spaghetti dinner. They are presented with a certificate indicating the total number of hours they have each
worked the past school year. The one who has worked be most hours received a bonus check of thirty
dollars. Each school has their own dinner and celebration.
Begun in the seventies by a Romney Lions Club member who also worked on staff at the State School for
the Deaf and the Blind, this program is unique to Lions International. In other words, we may have the
only program like it!
Due to increased spending and a falling off of donations, this year we discontinued the $1000
college/vocational training scholarship and also did not give out smaller bonus checks to all of the
students. I hope this is temporary and that the Lions of WV will come through in the coming months. If
your Club has not given a check through the annual Parade of Checks or would like to make an additional
gift at anytime please do so. You may make the check payable to the WV State Lions Student Work
Program and give it to your District Governor or mail directly to Lion Roy Knight, 354 School Street,
Romney, WV 26757.
Students have found this a very formative
activity for them as they learn responsibility,
the value of work, and the incentive to work
with others. Having a little extra money is
not a bad thing either!
We would thank all the Lions Clubs who have
over the years funded this program and look
forward to sharing with you more stories
about what our students have been doing.

Students from the WV School for the Deaf
proudly display their work certificates from the
pastyear at a recent dinner given in their honor
at Romney Family Diner.

Romney Lions Club

Left to Right: Lori McDonald (tail twister), David Nester (membership),
Roy Knight (secretary), Carolyn Bowman (president), Mona Childs (lion tamer),
Larry See (treasurer), Donna See (first vice president), Rob Bright (District Governor)
The District Governor of District 29-I of the Lions Clubs was the guest of honor recently at the Romney
Lions Club where he installed the new officers of the Club for the coming year. “You are the important
members of a good baseball team with each officer having a particular responsibility,” District Governor
Rob stated, “but working with one another as a team.”
The motto of Lions is “We Serve” and locally the Romney Lions Club assists families and individuals with
procuring eye examinations and eyeglasses, contributes to understanding and living with diabetes, and
providing volunteer hours in any number of civic and community initiatives.
“While much of our funds goes to local programs related to sight conservation and assistance,” says
outgoing president, Larry See, “we also contribute financially to the WV Sight Foundation which provides
needed eye surgery through the WVU Eye Institute.”
Upcoming events include the annual Yard Sale (Saturday, June 22), volunteering with Recreation in the
Park (Saturday, August 10th). The Club meets monthly at the Main Street Grill where visitors are always
welcome to come and see what Lionism is all about!

Around the District
Fort Ashby Lions Club

At the recent Lions International Trading Pin Club (LITPC)
meeting held in Cincinnati, Ohio, Lion Ron Brockett of the
Fort Ashby Lions club was elected to a two-year term on the
Board of Directors. Lion Ron is an active LITPC member,
attending many Pin Swaps each year as well as many
International Conventions. LITPC has pledged $50,000 to
LCIF Campaign 100 over the next two years, and Lion Ron
looks forward to working with the officers in achieving that
goal.

Hedgesville Lions Club

Pictured left to right are Lion Michael Sholl,
Shepherdstown Lions; Ty, Diabetic Dog
Recipient, and Lion Delmar Barrett,
Hedgesville Lions Club

On Thursday evening June 20th at Hedgesville
Methodist Church the Lions Club had their annual
picnic inside because of possible bad weather. The
family of Ty attended the picnic with a picture of his
new puppy who is in training, his name is Harry. The
Lions have been getting donations for a Diabetic Alert
Dog. One of our last large donations of $1,000.00 was
given that evening by the Shepherdstown Lions Club
with Lion President Michael Sholl giving the check to
Hedgesville Lions President Delmar Barrett and Ty. It
was announced by Lion Larry Winegarden, project
leader that we will have enough funds with a pending
project waiting to come in of the $15,000.00. The
Hedgesville Lions Club would like to thank all the
clubs that helped make Ty a happier and safe young
boy by all your contributions and well wishes for his
success. Without the many Lions and private persons
that gave donations our Lions Club would not have
made our goal of raising $15,000.00 for the Diabetic
Dog. I am sending this thank you so that our club does
not miss any Lions Clubs.

In our efforts to continue supporting the citizens of Preston County, the seven Lions Clubs
of Preston County are in the process of planning their 2019 Golf Tournament. The tournament
is to be held at the Golf Course of Alpine Lake Resort in Terra Alta, West Virginia on
August 24, 2019. Every Lions Club in Preston County works to support many charities and projects. We
provide financial assistance with vision screening and prescription eye wear
for Preston County residents in need. We conduct vision screening for school aged children (staring with
preschool) at the beginning of each school year. We can also provide assistance
with the acquisition of hearing aids and diabetes screening.
For additional information contact Jerry Edens at 304.789.2235 or John Myers at 304.288.3750.

