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Halfway there
by District Governor Lee Ann Welch
Midway. Half-point. Six down, six to go.
Yep, Lions, we are halfway through this club year. Each January,
we stop and reflect on where we were, where we are and where
we are going.
Ask yourself this question: Did I make a difference in 2017?
Seriously. How did I serve my fellow man, my neighborhood,
community and state? Go ahead. We can wait on you.
So, what was the answer?
We provided warm coats, hats and gloves to the homeless.
We put food in the bellies of children who might not have had
something to eat otherwise. We gave comfort and assistance
to entire communities devastated by flooding. We raised money
for children’s hospitals. People will be able to see because we
provided eye surgeries and glasses. We took care of our planet
recycling, planting trees and picking up trash along the curbs and
highways.
Many of these things are ongoing projects that will be continued
the second half of our club year.
Where are we going? We are growing with new clubs, new
outreaches and new strength. High school students are joining our
ranks as Leos. Families are becoming members and our veterans
are seeing they are still vital and still able to serve our cities, states
and our nation. Yeah, we made a difference.
Was it always convenient? No. Was it always easy? Again, no.
Was it worth it? Big yes.
We Serve. Anywhere. Anytime.
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2018 offers new opportunities
by Gary Pitcock, First Vice District Governor
We are starting a new year and it’s an exciting time for 29L Lions. I hope everyone had a Merry
Christmas. When I look back and see what we have accomplished in 2017, I can’t wait to see what
incredible things we will accomplish in 2018.
I have said it before, but I would like to remind all clubs to report their activity to myLCI. For those
of you who may not know, grants and other funds we obtain from philanthropic entities are based
on how many people we serve and our projects in general. I have been told that we temporarily lost
the grant LCI received from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation because our reported numbers
dropped. This is a direct result of clubs not reporting their activities on myLCI.
I would like to ask for your help in starting new clubs in the district. Through the help of PID Steve
Glass, we have been able to gain the assistance of Texas Lion Ronnie Wayne Martin in starting two
new clubs in the District. He will be visiting March 18-31 to help build clubs in Mineral Wells and the
Morgantown area. You can help by talking with local business owners and other members of the
community to promote these clubs and determine who may be interested in joining. We will need
Guiding Lions for the new clubs, so if you are currently one or would like to become certified, please
let us know. This is a major undertaking, so it will take everyone working together to succeed.
Remember – together we can achieve much.

Save the date for the MD 29 2018 Convention
by Convention Chairperson PID Steve Glass
Each month we will feature a different aspect of our upcoming multiple
district convention that will be held at Lakeview Resort and Spa in
Morgantown, WV on May 4-6, 2018. At the January 6, 2018 Council
of Governors Meeting, the Council will consider the budget, agenda,
seminars, and entertainment for what will prove to be an exciting and funfilled convention. After this meeting registration forms and more information
will be provided to all Lions in West Virginia.
Out International guests and keynote speaker for our Saturday evening
banquet will be Judge Haynes Townsend and his wife Lion Donna from
Dalton, Georgia. Haynes will be installed as the Second Vice President of
Lions Clubs International at our International Convention this coming June
in Las Vegas.
Some of the most important reasons for attending the multiple district convention is the
opportunities that you have to meet fellow Lions, the learning and sharing that takes place, and the
motivation and inspiration that you can experience from the weekend. I would respectfully request
of every club that it pay the registration fee for at least two of its newer Lions or for any members
that have never attended a multiple district convention before. It’s a great investment in your club’s
future! Look for more in future editions.

Stepping outside the comfort zone
by Jordan Glass, Second Vice District Governor
I hope everyone has had a relaxing holiday season and has recharged for the New Year. I would like
everyone to look forward to new and exciting opportunities in 2018. A favorite quote of mine is, “Life
begins at the end of your comfort zone.” We all know we have Lion’s comfort zones, whether it be
personally or within our club. I encourage everyone to take a look at what they think is causing their
club to be one step away from extraordinary and take that step outside of your comfort zone at a
meeting and suggest it. If we continue to stay in our Lion’s comfort zones, we will not move forward.
Be willing to step outside of your comfort zone. What happens may not be predictable, but the
journey will be much more interesting. If every member or club does this, everyone will continue to
evolve into the best Lions and clubs we can be.
Stepping outside of your comfort zone brings me to a suggestion that I would like every club to
consider. Practice the “Don’t say no” policy. My club has been practicing this for several years
now. We have not done the same service project or fundraiser during that time. We have explored
some very interesting opportunities and enjoyed it every step of the way. I believe this also allows
every member to be invested in the club, which causes them to continue to participate and come
to meetings. If every member has a cause they care about that the club supports, this will only
strengthen the club and its members interest in the club’s success. If anyone would like to discuss
this practice further, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
I would like everyone to consider attending the WV Lions Leadership Retreat on January 26-28, 2018
at Stonewall Resort. This will be a time where you can get to know Lions from throughout the state
and neighboring states. The Leadership Retreat gives everyone the opportunity to grow and take
new ideas back to their clubs.
Please mark your calendars for the WV Lions State Convention on May 4-6, 2018 at Lakeview Resort
in Morgantown. I can promise this will be a very fun and exciting State Convention! Please stay
tuned for the entertainment and other activities to be revealed in future newsletters and in the WV
Lion that will be delivered via mail.
As always, I am here to help so please don’t hesitate to reach out! I am available at any time for any
member or club!

District 29-L Welcomes New Lions
Wheeling Warwood Lions Club
James Benner
Susan Benner
Amy Hollingshead
John Hollingshead

LCIF: Not just disaster relief
by LCIF Chair John Wensyel
LCIF is probably best known for its support of disaster relief throughits emergency grants to areas
with need due to natural disasters
throughout the world.
But did you know that LCIF has also provided relief in many other situations. One example is world
hunger. A person starves to death
every 15 seconds throughout the world. In the United States over 16 million households are
undernourished. We must help.
Another area of major concern is measles. Everyday 400 people in the world die from measles, 300
of these being children. This
can be prevented by an inexpensive vaccine. LCIF is helpingto make this happen.
So, in the spirit of Christmas, I am asking that all clubs and all individual Lions make a contribution
to LCIF as soon as possible.
You can do so by using the LCIF website or send a check to LCIF, Department 4547, Carol Stream IL
60122-4547.
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas best wishes for the New Year.

Training available at lionsclubs.org
by Leadership Chair Bernice Pitcock
At lionsclubs.org, you will find great resources to build your leadership skills in the Lions Learning
Center.
Courses in the Learning Center are categorized by 4 key skills: Leadership; Managing Others;
Achieving Results and Communication. The available courses take 30-60 minutes to complete.
If you are new to the Learning Center you will need to create an account so have your membership
ID on hand.
Leadership specific courses currently available include: Introduction to Lions Leadership; Writing
Your Personal Mission Statement; Creativity; Mentoring; Promoting Innovation; Managing Change;
Servant Leadership.
Please log on to the Learning Center and take advantage of what they have to offer.
In the coming weeks I plan on working on Officer Training so if you have concerns about the training
or if you have suggestions to improve what is offered, please let me know at bpit@comcast.net.
Happy New Year to all of our wonderful Lions!!

Protocol and Robert’s Rules of Order: An effective combination
for attracting and keeping your members satisfied
by PID Steve Glass, MD 29 Global Leadership Team Coordinator
In my last newsletter article on Protocol, I touched briefly on the importance of having a working
knowledge of Robert’s Rules of Order, especially for those leaders who are presiding over a business
meeting. In this article I will revisit the purpose for the rules and their importance to the smooth
operation of any organization’s deliberations.
In a survey conducted by Lions Clubs International several years ago, the top reasons for members
leaving their clubs was long, boring meetings, unproductive meetings, people talking too much and
too long, no agenda nor order to the meetings, and my voice was never heard. Evidently since this
survey was done and in spite of the hundreds of exit interviews we have done, the problem persists.
Properly observed and applied, Robert’s Rules of Order can eliminate all of these club killers and
inject enthusiasm and growth into your club, district, and multiple district.
Robert’s Rules of Order are well tested meeting procedures that are designed to govern an assembly
of persons. Most associations or organizations, globally, have prescribed in their constitutions, that
for all procedures, not fully detailed or covered in their respective constitutions/by-laws, Robert’s
Rules of Order, newly revised, will apply. The Rules provide for constructive and democratic
meetings, to help, not hinder, the business of the assembly.
There are four basic ground rules for parliamentary procedure:
•
•
Rule by Majority
•
Protection of the Minority
•
Opportunity for all to be heard
•
Orderly Meetings
The key aspects that guide orderly meetings are:
•
That one person cannot talk as long as he/she pleases.
•
That all cannot talk at the same time.
•
That there must be established rules and customs to guide an assembly.
•
There must be a presiding officer to enforce these rules.
•
There must be order in the house.
•
A record of business transacted by the assembly must be maintained. (Minutes are the
record, if you will, of any organization and reflect the actions of the organization; therefore,
every effort must be taken to insure their accuracy. A club, district, foundation, or any
organization can only act through its approved minutes. My emphasis added.)
I recommend that every leader make herself/himself familiar with the rules. No matter whether you
are presiding at a committee, club, district, multiple district, or convention, knowledge of the rules
and when to use them is fundamental to a smooth and efficient business meeting. As a colleague
of mine rightly observed, “The best take home for any member, from meetings, is to experience
learning.” Learning and education make effective leaders. Let’s all remember that every time that we
preside over an assembly. Make them glad that they had the experience, don’t drive them away!

Leadership Retreat to offer varied training opportunities
by PID Larry Johnson
The 2018 Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat will begin in less than a month. You don’t want
to miss this year’s retreat at Stonewall Resort, January 26-28, 2018. It begins Friday evening with
dinner, when we will hear from Paul Daugherty, President & CEO, Philanthropy West Virginia.
The $125 registration fee remains unchanged. Six seminar opportunities, four meals with speakers,
vendors and project displays will all add to your experience. The sharing among the Lions attending
is often a highlight.
Past International Director Cindy Gregg, our featured speaker on Saturday night, will also present a
seminar— “Meet the Taters.” Luncheon speakers will be Jonathan McCormick, Director of Military
and Veterans Affairs at Marshall University on Saturday, and Ann Hammond, a member of the
Harrison County HOPE Centennial Lions Club on Sunday. Ms. Hammond will also be presenting a
seminar on the opioid crisis in West Virginia, a topic important to our entire state.
Remember, the Retreat is open to all Lions. Non-Lion spouses and guests will find much of the
program to be of interest. The action begins Friday evening with dinner, continues all day Saturday,
and concludes after lunch on Sunday.
Do not delay, register now! See the form included with this newsletter, and contact Stonewall Resort
for room reservations.
Questions should be directed to the Retreat Chairperson, PDG Bob Moffett 304-363-7060 or
rmoffett@ma.rr.com.

Upcoming Events
Jan. 6 Council of Governors meeting, Lakeview Golf Resort and Spa, Morgantown
Jan. 13 10 a.m.Cabinet meeting, Lakeview Resort and Spa Chestnut Room, Morgantown, 10 a.m. followed
by the Past District Governors Association meeting in the same room at 1 p.m.
Jan. 26-28 2018 Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat, Stonewall Resort, Roanoke, WV
Feb. 3 Zone 5/6 meeting, Panera Bread, Patteson Dr., Morgantown, 10 a.m. RSVP to Lion Jordan Glass at
jmglass@gmail.com to receive updates if the meeting has to be rescheduled due to weather.
March TBA Cabinet meeting, Winfield Lions Clubhouse
May 4-6 MD 29 Convention, Lakeview Resort and Spa, Morgantown
May 5 Council of Governors, Lakeview Resort and Spa, Morgantown
May 5 2 p.m., Sight Foundation meeting, Lakeview Golf Resort and Spa, Morgantown

Silent auction items needed for Leadership Retreat
by Jordan Glass, Second Vice District Governor
We will be having a Silent Auction at the upcoming WV Lions Leadership Retreat to be held on
January 26-28, 2018 at Stonewall Resort. To make this happen we are asking the assistance of
EVERY club attending.
If each club would donate one item, there will be a great variety to bid on when you come to the
Leadership Retreat. Possible ideas would be:
•
•
•
•

A handmade craft item
Special piece of glassware
Specialty or theme baskets
Gift certificates or packages

We hope the items donated would be enticing enough that YOU will be willing to consider bidding.
Proceeds from the auction will be used to help defray the costs of the Leadership Retreat so that
everyone in the multiple district will consider attending. This is a time to gather and grow as leaders,
as well as enjoy the fellowship of Lion friends from around the multiple district and neighboring
states.
We hope you will consider this request. Please complete the form below and send it to 2VDG Jordan
Glass (jmglass14@gmail.com) and PCC Kris Pinkerman (akpinkerman@gmail.com) and let us know
what type of item you or your club will donate. We look forward to hearing from you. Thank you in
advance for your participation and support!
2VDG Jordan Glass (304-203-2005)
PCC Kris Pinkerman (304-638-4096)

2018 Leadership Retreat Silent Auction donation form
ITEM BEING DONATED

____________________________________

SUGGESTED STARTING BID $ _______________________________
CLUB _____________________________________________________
CONTACT PERSON _________________________________________
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER _________________________________
CONTACT E-MAIL ADDRESS _________________________________

2018 WV Lions Youth Camps & Exchange participants chosen
by Youth Camps & Exchange Coordinator Henry Krautwurst
Students from across WV were interviewed and competed to win one of six $1,200 travel
scholarships. Fifteen students applied and eleven students participated in the interview process.
The winning students will travel during the summer of 2018.
Our interview team consisted of retired Principal Denver Drake, teacher Amy Mullins and Lions
Michelle Harshbarger and Lorrie Krautwurst. These are the folks that had the task of choosing the
winners.

Left to right: Casey Yates – District C, Denver Drake, Lion Lorrie Krautwurst, Audrey McMillion – District C,
Madison Martin – District C, Lion Michelle Harshbarger, Myya Helm District – L, Amy Mullins and Hannah
Seckman – District I (unavailable for photo – Amy Frosch – District I)

These students will travel to the following counries: Amy Frosch – Italy, Myya Helm – Japan,
Madison Martin – Finland, Audrey McMillion – Germany, Hannah Seckman – Iceland and Casey
Yates - Germany.
On behalf of the Youth Camps & Exchange committee and the students we would like to thank
the Lions of WV for making this opportunity possible.

Six months left to celebrate the centennial
by PID Larry Johnson
The Centennial Celebration will conclude with our convention in Las Vegas. We have just six months
remaining to complete legacy projects, participate in the Centennial Service Challenges, and recruit
Centennial Members.
Each Lion who sponsors a new member will be immediately recognized as a Centennial Sponsor
and receive a Limited Edition pin and certificate. Help organize a new club and be immediately
recognized as a Centennial Club Organizer and receive a Limited Edition pin and certificate.
The longer new members and new clubs stay active and in good standing, the more rewards a Lion
can earn! Go to the Lions100 section of lionsclubs.org and learn more about the Silver Centennial
Lion award, the Gold Centennial Lion award, and the Diamond Centennial Lion award. Each Lion in
each club can earn these recognitions.
Need a program for your club meeting? Consider using some of the Centennial videos that are on
the Lions100 site. Or, check out the Centennial Membership program information.
Be sure to enter your projects in each of the Service Project areas through MyLCI, so your club will
be recognized. Earn banner patches for completing the projects.
Full information on Centennial programs is available at www.lions100.lionclub.org.
Also, be sure to register now for the convention in Las Vegas, where we will conclude our Centennial
Celebration. Registration Fee through January 12, 2018 is US$150. From January 13 through
March 31, 2018 the regular registration fee is US$200.

Ritchie County Middle School Leos install new officers
Left to right: PDG Ken, Leo Abigail
Nichols, VP, Leo Taylor Osborne,
Treasurer, Mr. Dotson, Principal,
RCMS, Leo Breanna Means, Secretary
and Leo William Windom, President.

District Peace Poster contest winners announced
by DG LeeAnn Welch and Council Chair PDG Cindy Glass
There were some fantastic entries into the
2017-2018 Peace Poster contest from
around the District. Moundsville Middle
School eigth grade student Lauren Brannan
of McMechen, WV was chosen as the 29L
winner.Her poster featured a vision for our
future, with people from all faiths and sexual
orientations living and working together in
harmony and friendship.
By bringing peace to each other, we can
bring peace to the world,” said Brannan.
Winners were chosen from each district
and are as follows: 29L - Lauren Brannan
eigth grade student at Moundsville Middle
School, sponsored by the Moundsville Lions
Club; 29C - Emma Del Torte – eighth grade student at Horace Mann Middle School, sponsored
by the Kanawha City Lions Club; 29I - Joley Stemple sixth grade student at Elkins Middle School,
sponsored by the Elkins Lions Club.
For the last 30 years Lions clubs around the world have proudly sponsored the Lions International
Peace Poster Contest in local schools and youth groups. This art contest for kids encourages young
people worldwide to express their visions of peace.
Each poster is judged on originality, artistic merit and expression of the theme.
Posters advance through several judging levels: local, district, multiple district and international. At
the international level, judges from the art, peace, youth, education and media communities select
one grand prize winner and 23 merit award winners.
One international grand prize winner will receive $5,000 and a trip to a special award ceremony.
Each of the 23 merit award winners will receive a cash award of $500 and a certificate of
achievement.
Congratulations to Brannan, her sponsoring club, district winners and Peace Poster Chairman, PDG
Donna Pinkerman; you’ve all done a terrific job.

District Governor’s Contest Update
by Lion Ramona Sago
Here are the standings for the 2017-2018 District Governor’s Contest as of December 1, 2017.
2017-18 District Governor’s Contest All Clubs Combined
Vienna 99 pts
Wheeling 65 pts
Grantsville 60 pts
Friendly 58 pts
Fairmont 48 pts
Morgantown 40 pts
Harrisville 37 pts
Elm Grove 22 pts
Cheat Lake 22 pts
Pleasants Area 20 pts

Barrackville 20 pts
Western Mon. 20 pts
Weirton 20 pts
Mt. Olivet 20 pts
Washington Lands 20 pts
Sistersville 12 pts
Chester 12 pts
Warwood 11 pts
Wellsburg 11 pts
Moundsville 11 pts

West Liberty 9 pts
Boaz 9 pts
New Cumberland 8 pts
South Parkersburg 8 pts
Westover 7 pts
Wheeling Island 7 pts
South Huntington 7 pts

2017-18 District Governor’s Visitation Contest Club Contest Points
36 members & over

21-35 members

20 members & under

Wheeling 17
Parkersburg 10
Warwood 8
Wellsburg 8
Doddridge 1
Moundsville 1

Morgantown 20
Friendly 20
Mt. Olivet 20
Harrisville 10
West Liberty 8
Fairmont 7
Sistersville 6
Elm Grove 1

Weirton 32
Washington Lands 32
Cheat Lake 15
Western Mon 4
Westover 3
Pleasants Area 3
Vienna 3
Barrackville 2
Wheeling Island 1

Receive the Newsletter by
Mail
Would you or members of your club like to
receive a printed copy of the District 29 L
Newsletter by mail each month? Subscribe to
the District 29 L Newsletter for the 2017-2018
Lions year for $10.
Contact Lion Heather Sammons, District Public
Relations & Lions Information Chairperson at
heatheresammons@gmail.com for more details!

Be Featured in the Newsletter
Please send any newsletter submissions
to Lion Heather Sammons, District Public
Relations & Lions Information Chairperson at
md29lnewsletter@gmail.com on or before the
20th of each month in order to have your club’s
events or accomplishments featured in the
district newsletter.

MD 29 Lions attend Virginia Lions Pin Swap
by PDG Tracy Smith with information from
Lions Clubs International
Five MD 29 Lions attended the annual Virginia Lions Pin Swap in Winchester, VA. The
swap is one of the largest held on the east
coast and provides an excellent opportunity
for fellowship among Lions. More than 140
Lions from 28 states attended the swap,
trading old and new pins.
Lions Clubs International pins come in all
shapes and sizes today, but they were introduced in the late 1940s as disposable plastic
parade giveaways. Those early emblems,
called friendship pins, are now highly sought
after by pin collectors and traders.

Left to right: Lion James Carter, Lion Tracy Smith, Lion Ron
Brocket, Lion Rachel Johnson and PID Larry Johnson

The biggest place to trade pins is the annual International Convention, but for Lions who can’t make
it—or for Lions who want more opportunities to trade—there several large pin-swapping gatherings
held throughout the year in Virginia; Pennsylvania; Las Vegas, Nevada; and Moline, Illinois. Smaller
local swaps also occur regularly.
West Virginia was once an active pin trading multiple district, but interest and activity has waned
in recent years. If you are interested in designing pins, promoting pin swapping events or planning
events, please contact your local Lions leadership.

Worthington Lion updates Honor Roll memorial
by PDG Tracy Smith
The Worthington Honor Roll received a face
lift in May 2017 from PDG Tracy Smith,
veteran of the Berlin Wall Crisis. The town
of Worthington maintained the 1943 Honor
Roll board for a number of years, but it
fell into disrepair. PDG Tracy Smith began
maintaining the board in 1978, including
payment of utilities, the placement of flags,
and decoration for annual events. This year,
in honor of his fellow veterans and family
who served, Smith refaced the board and
added three 36 inch tall soldiers to the
momument.

We Serve
Lion Heather Sammons
District 29 L Information Chairperson
5053 Riverwood Circle
Fairmont, WV 26554

