District 29-L Newsletter
July 2018

Gary Pitcock
District Governor
“Service is Key to Success”
A Message from our District Governor
Here we are at the start of a new Lion’s Year. Let me say that it is
an honor to serve you as District Governor again. Many people
have told me that I am crazy to do this again, and sometimes I believe they are right, but the one thing about doing this job again is
that I get to work with many great, and talented people. My slogan
this year is “Service is Key to Success”. When you think about it,
that holds true. When our clubs service their communities, then
their club succeeds as well as their communities.
This is a special year when history is being made. We have our
very first female international president, Gudrun Yngvadottir, and
her theme is “Beyond the Horizon”. To reach beyond the horizon,
we will focus on moving membership forward, increasing leadership development, promoting Lion’s fellowship, and sharing our
stories.
I am positive we will have a great year, and our numbers will increase. My positivity is a result of knowing that I have a great team,
and we have great Lions who desire to make things bigger and better. Please continue the wonderful work you have been doing, and
make sure that you send your news and articles to Lion Jaime so
that they are placed in the Newsletter, allowing the districts, and the
state to see the great projects, and works that are being done for
Lionism in 29-L.
If you haven’t scheduled your DG visit, please contact me. Remember, I am working for you this Lions year. If you have any
concerns or suggestions, please let me know. As of now, we are
serving 1.5 million members in 211 countries. Service to others
remains our primary goal with a focus on diabetes, vision, environment, childhood cancer, and hunger. Remember “Service is Key to
Success”
Thank you for everything that you do!!
God Bless,
D. G. Gary

2018-2019
Cabinet Members
Gary Pitcock, DG
Jordan Glass, 1st VDG
Bill Syphers, 2nd VDG
Eva Dague, Sec/Treas
LeeAnn Welch, IPDG
Zone Chairpersons
Zone 1: Bernice Pitcock
Zone 2: Phyllis Amrhein
Zone 3: PDG John Wensyel
Zone 4: Tony Vandenberg
Zone 5: Ron Grubb
Zone 6: Heather Sammons
Zone 7: Bob High
Zone 8: Richard McMillan
Zone 9:
Zone 10: Karen Hall-Dundas
GMT: Bill Syphers
GLT: Bernice Pitcock
GST: Linda Leasure
LRPC: Paul Amrhein
Conference: John Wensyel
Deaf/Blind:
Environmental: Kim McIntyre
IT: Chris Doty
Contest: Dave Atkinson
Diabetes/ LEHP: Mary Kay
Wensyel
LCIF: John Wensyel
LEO: Ramona Sago
Port Sight Equip: Gene Saunders
Peace Poster: Ramona Sago
Newsletter: Jaime Halligan
Quest/RAP: Arlene Amos
Sight/ Hearing WVU: Paul
Amrhein
Youth Exchange: Dave Elder
Youth Exchange Elect:
Michelle Harshbarger
Guide Dogs: Kelley Kuhn
Special Projects: Eva Dague
Jeff Baxter

A Message from 2nd VDG Lion
Bill Syphers
I would like to thank the Lions of District 29L
for electing me to be their 2nd Vice Governor. And a special thanks to my own club,
the Wheeling Island Lions, for their endorsement.
This coming year is going to be a challenging one. We
need to rebuild many of our clubs so that they can continue and able
to serve their communities. We must continue to get and retain
members in all of our clubs so that they don’t get to a point where
they need to rebuild. We need to establish new clubs in areas that
have no Lions clubs so that those areas can be served. And we need
to try new ideas like specialty clubs and cyber clubs. We can’t let new
ideas leave us stuck in the past.
DGE Gary has charged me with membership growth this year. I am
looking forward to working with him and all the Lions of District 29L
to achieve his goals and the goals of every club.
We can grow our membership. We’ve done it before. There’s no reason to think we can’t do it again.

Dan Dague Memorial Car & Bike Show
for Sight

News from the Friendly Club

The erection of the flag pole on the
grounds of the old Friendly School in
Friendly, WV. It is the club’s Centennial
Legacy Project for LCI.
It has been a project two years in the making and completed on the founding date of
LCI on June 7, 2018. The Friendly Lions Club
would like to thank the community of
Friendly for allowing us to place the flag
pole and for their monetary donation to get
the project off the ground. We also like to
thank Lion Jim McIntyre, Jr for his hard work
and dedication to completing the project.

Just a reminder, our District Car Show will be
held on Labor Day, Monday, September 3rd,
2018. The rain date will be Sunday, September 9th at the Highlands. Sponsorships are
still needed. This event requires a lot of
workers. If you can work, please call either
myself, or PDG Jeff Baxter. Thanks for any
consideration you can give us.

PDG Eva Dague and PDG Jeff Baxter, CoChairs

June 24, 2018 Western Mon. Lions held their Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser.

A Message from District

News from Washington Lands

Leadership Chair
PDG Bernice Pitcock
Welcome to a new Lions Year!! Please remember that good leadership skills are KEY to a
successful Lions year on the club and District
level.
I would like to thank the Lions around the District who took time out of
their busy schedules to attend one of the 3 Officer Trainings that were
scheduled in Morgantown; Parkersburg and Wheeling. The numbers
were not great, but the information and fellowship shared were important and I feel confident that our District is in good hands for 201819!!
In reviewing Leadership material for this year, I will be giving you information from a book entitled “Leadership Skills Developing Volunteers
for Organizational Success” by Emily Kittle Morrison. This information
applies to all volunteer organizations, not just Lions Clubs.
Let’s talk about the Functions of a Leader. The leader coordinates the
activities of the group. Activities include things that must be done if
tasks are to be accomplished (task functions) and things which help the
group stay together and feel good about working together
(maintenance functions).
Task functions include: Initiating – defining the issue; seeking information or opinions, gathering facts; giving information or opinions,
sharing new ideas or suggestions; clarifying or elaborating to clear up
confusion; summarizing by pulling ideas together; and testing agreement to look for consensus or reaching an understanding.

Induction of 2018-19 Club Officers
And Leonard Jarrett Awards Presentation: PDG Lion Eva Dague did the
induction of t he Washington Lands
Lions Club 2018-19 Club officers with
a theme of Follow The Dots. Lion Eva
also presented Leonard Jarrett
Awards to Lions Bill Jones And Bob
Sutler.

Maintenance functions include: encouraging others; expressing group
feelings with sensitivity; harmonizing to reconcile opposing points of
view; compromising; gate keeping to keep discussion a group discussion; and setting standards to develop a code of conduct within the
group.
A good leader shows enthusiasm and concern for the tasks facing the
group; encourages the participation of everyone in the group. He/she
should promote team work. All ideas should be considered fairly so no
one is afraid to make a suggestion. It is important to give RECOGNITION
to all.
Think about these things as you gather your troops together to prepare
for your new Lions year.

DG Gary and PDG Bernice with New IP Gudrun Yngvadottir and her husband Dr. Jon Bjarni Thorsteinsson from Iceland.

A Message from the Contest Chairman
Greetings and salutations from your District 29-L Contest
Chairman. I’m back, and sarcastic as ever. As I send these
to the newsletter editor, I still haven’t received some activity reports. I have sent what I have, and the others will
be added next month. When you send me your activity
reports please put your full name and the name of your
club on visitation cards, initials do not help me.
Until next time,
Lion David
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$50,000 or less in club’s annual gross receipts beginning with
the 2010 year
Fellow Lions has your tax status been revoked? Has your club
been re-instated and you don’t know what to do next?
If your tax status has been revoked, the reason is easy. Small
organizations such as Lions Clubs were not required to file annual
information returns prior to 2007. Every organization must now
file a return annually between July 1st and November 15th. Failure to file three years in a row will result in a fine of $400.00 or
more. You must file a 990-N re-instatement and pay the fine!

Important information to remember. We often wonder what
the difference is between a 501 (c) (3) and a 501 (c) (4) organization. It is easy to confuse the two classifications as both are considered nonprofits and there are many similar characteristics.
However, there are crucial differences between these two types
of nonprofit organizations and it is important to understand the
distinction.
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If you have done the re-instatement process and your application
was accepted by the IRS, the IRS will issue a letter reinstating
your club’s tax exemption retroactive to the date of the revocation. Each year you MUST report on line. The IRS does NOT
accept reporting by regular mail. Continue to report each year!
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The IRS considers 501 (c) (3) organizations either a public charity,
private foundation or private operating foundation with open
membership whereas 501 (c) (4) organizations are civic leagues
or associations operated exclusively for the promotion of social
welfare or local associations of employees with limited membership.
Now you are asking what status are we? It is simple! Lion Clubs
are a Section 501 (c) (4). Contributions to civic leagues or other
section 501 (c) (4) organizations generally are NOT deductible as
charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. They
must be deductible as trade or business expenses, if ordinary and
necessary in the conduct of the taxpayer’s business.
Have you ever wondered what EIN stands for? The EIN
(employer identification number) is a unique number that identifies the organization to the IRS. This is FEDERAL NOT STATE!
If you’re a new club and you do NOT have a number simply apply
for form SS-4 and follow its instructions from the IRS. You also
can apply for an EIN online (www.irs.gov/charities).
If you have been issued a EIN number and it has been lost or
forgotten PLEASE do NOT apply for a second one!! The IRS has it.

Need help contact Ramona Sago at 304-662-6265 or rsago1959@gmail.com

