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District L Celebrates Longevity
by District Governor Lee Ann Welch

There are many great things about being a District Governor - 
meeting new Lions from around the globe and exchanging ideas 
for service, fundraising and motivating your members.  You also 
get the privilege of recognizing Lions for longevity and service. 

In the past month, we have been honored to receive 167 
Membership Chevrons and congratulatory letters to zone 
chairman for distribution.  One of those was for 65 years of 
membership. We also distributed several banner patches to 
zone chairmen for Centennial Service projects. Clubs should be 
receiving those very soon. 

There are still opportunities to earn recognition from Lions 
International. You have through the end of the club year to 
complete more projects and attract more members during our 
centennial celebration. 
To receive these honors you must do two things; complete the 
project, then report it to LCI. 

If you don’t know how or feel uncomfortable reporting online, 
there are a number of members and leaders who can walk you 
through the process. Just like attracting new members, you have 
to ask. 

Let’s all work together and report our service projects so as an 
Association, we can reach the goal of serving 200 million people 
around the globe. 
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November is Diabetes Awareness Month
by Gary Pitcock, First Vice District Governor

November is upon us already! Things are moving very quickly this Lions year. Please remember 
November is Diabetes Awareness month. Have your club check into doing a project like a diabetes 
screening, partnering with another organization if needed. Diabetes affects over 5 million people in 
the US and juvenile diabetes is on the rise. Please do what you can to promote education; screening 
and treatment of this major health problem.

We are also entering the holiday season. We have so much to be thankful for; living in the greatest 
country in the world, having wonderful family and friends and belonging to the greatest humanitarian 
organization in the world. I ask you to please, see it in your heart, to help those less fortunate and 
participate in your local community activities whether helping serve or donating to costs surrounding 
community Thanksgiving dinners. All help is greatly appreciated by those less fortunate or who are 
alone at this time of year.

I would also like to thank District Governor Ken Shahan (District I) for his hospitality at District I’s 
conference. It was a great conference with very interesting speakers. Thanks again!

Happy Thanksgiving and May God Bless.

Tax Deadline Approaching
Please 
remember that 
all Lions Clubs, 
Districts and 
Multiple districts 
that have annual 
gross receipts 
less than 
$50,000 and do 
not have to file 
Form 990 or 990-EZ, must file the e-Postcard 
(also known as 990-N).  If your Lions club, 
district or multiple district has a foundation, 
which is a separate legal entity, the appropriate 
form will need to be filed as well.

Please view the document at this link for 
important information regarding your annual tax 
filing obligation. Fairmont Lions Club member Kelly Shreves drilled holes 

in vinyl folding tables to display brooms and mops for sale 
in front of businesses. These are lightweight, portable and 
easy to set up. The brooms are nicely displayed and they 
don’t fall over if a breeze blows through.



Lions Club offers leadership 
opportunities
by Leadership Chair Bernice Pitcock

Over the years, I have belonged to several 
different types of organizations and by far, none 
of them have offered the types of Leadership 
training and development opportunities as 
the Lions. The Global Leadership Team is the 
driving force behind the programs offered and 
their focus promotes healthy clubs; increasing 
member satisfaction and in the end, enables 
us to provide the service needed in our 
communities.

The following development opportunities exist 
through LCI:

1. Emerging Lions Leadership Institutes
2. Advanced (Senior) Lions Leadership 

Institutes
3. Faculty Development Institutes
4. Regional Lions Leadership Institutes
5. District Governor Elect Seminars
6. Multiple District Leadership Development 

Funding
7. GLT District Funding Support Program
8. Webinars
9. Lions Learning Center

Our own Lions of WV Leadership Retreat on 
January 26-28, 2018 at Stonewall Resort is a 
great opportunity for current and future WV Lion 
leaders to enhance their leadership skills and 
in the end, deepen their commitment to serve 
their communities and beyond.  I encourage you 
to take advantage of this unique opportunity 
to experience what Lions offer and in addition, 
be able to network with Lions from all over WV 
and around the US.  Your district leadership 
team has retreat registration forms and the form 
is included in this newsletter. Clubs, please 
consider sponsoring the registration fee for one 
or two of your up and coming leadersso they 
can attend. It’s a great weekend!

Upcoming Events
Nov. 1 Beef raffle ticket deadline

Nov. 3-5 District C conference, Beckley, Country Inn 
and Suites

Nov. 5 Council of Governors meeting, Beckley

Nov. 11 Zone 5/6 meeting, Panera Bread, Pattenson 
Drive, Morgantown 10 a.m. All Lions are welcome!

Nov. 18 Zone 4 DG visitation, Court Restaurant, 
New Martinsville. RSVP to Dan Heintzman at 
deheintzman@msn.com or 304-652-1766 by Nov. 14

Jan. 6 Council of Governors meeting, Lakeview Golf 
Resort and Spa, Morgantown

Jan. 6 Tentative Cabinet meeting, Lakeview Resort 
and Spa, Morgantown

Jan. 26-28 2018 Lions of West Virginia Leadership 
Retreat, Stonewall Resort, 
Roanoke, WV

April TBA Cabinet meeting, Winfield Lions 
Clubhouse

May 4-6 MD 29 Convention, Lakeview Resort and 
Spa, Morgantown

May 5 Council of Governors, Lakeview Resort and 
Spa, Morgantown

LCIF Needs Your Help
by LCIF Chair PDG John Wensyel 

We are all aware of the current weather events 
that have occurred in Texas, Florida, Mexico 
and others. LCIF has made large dollar special 
grants to these areas. We can all help with this 
disaster relief by making a contribution to LCIF, 
both at the club level and by individuals. The  
most efficient way to do this is to make your 
contribution thru the LCIF web site, or you can 
sent a check to LCIF, Dept 4547, Carol Stream 
IL 60122.



Leadership Retreat Speakers Announced
by PID Larry Johnson

Three speakers have been confirmed for this year’s Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat, and 
an invitation is outstanding to the fourth.  They will bring a variety of messages to enlighten and 
encourage the participants.

Past International Director Cindy Gregg of Pennsylvania will be the speaker for the Saturday night 
banquet.  PID Gregg served as International Director from 2013-1015.  She is currently the Global 
Membership Team Coordinator for Group B of Constitutional Area 1, which includes West Virginia.  
She and her husband, PDG Tom, have previously participated in the Lions of WV Leadership Retreat.
Jonathan McCormick, Director of Military & Veterans Affairs from Marshall University will be our 
Saturday Luncheon speaker.  He is a graduate of Poca High School and Marshall University.  He 
served in the United States Marine Corps until 2007.  He accepted the position as the director 
of military and veterans affairs at Marshall to help students who, like him, found it challenging to 
reacclimate to civilian life and adjust to college life simultaneously.

Ann Hammond, a member of the Harrison County HOPE Centennial Lions Club will speak on 
Sunday at lunch.  Ms. Hammond, a recovered addict, currently works with women at risk/users 
in a professional capacity, and tells a powerful story about overcoming addiction and the current 
epidemic this country faces.

You don’t want to miss the messages these speakers will share.  All Lions are welcome to participate 
in the Retreat, and non-Lion spouses and guests will find much of the program to be of interest. 
The Retreat will be held at Stonewall Resort January 26-28, 2018. The $125.00 registration fee 
includes four meals, each with a speaker, six seminars, as well as displays and opportunities for 
interaction with Lions from across West Virginia, our guest speakers and our presenters.  

Register now!  See the form included with this newsletter, and contact Lakeview Resort and Spa at 
(304) 594-111 for room reservations.

Lions Work to Preserve the Environment
by Lions Clubs International

The health of our planet is essential to life. The environment 
impacts the quality of our air and water, the availability 
of food and medicine, the health and beauty of our local 
communities, and the future of us all. Lions and Leos are 
meeting environmental challenges at the local and global level 
by planting trees, organizing recycling programs, providing clean 
drinking water and cleaning up communities to help preserve our 
environment for generations to come. We believe that a healthy 
planet is fundamental to the wellbeing of all.





McMillion Travels to Peru
by Madison McMillion

Editor’s Note: The Youth Camp and Exchange Program (YCE) brings 
the ideal of global citizenship to life. Each year this program gives 
thousands of young people the opportunity to experience life in other 
cultures and gain new understanding of the world through travel 
abroad. Unlike some youth exchange programs, YCE does not involve 
academic study or employment. Instead, participants are encouraged 
to use this travel opportunity to represent their home countries and 
share their own culture while learning about and embracing a new 
one, forging the way to becoming young ambassadors for peace and 
international understanding. Each month, we will feature youth who 
are from or have traveled to West Virginia. These stories are submitted 
without edits and are in the author’s original words.

Before I begin, I would like to address my reasons for submitting 
an application to be a part of the Lions Youth and Exchange Program. I have always had a deep-
rooted interest in the subject of global affairs and in culture. Upon hearing of this program from 
my United States history teacher, I essentially ran to my room when I arrived home from school 
that day to complete my application and to begin working on my essay. Receiving this opportunity 
has changed my life; I mean that in the most influential ways possible. Through my trip to Lima, I 
was able to experience first-hand the diversity of culture and the sheer importance of fostering an 
understanding among different cultures; a principle that is executed by the Lions Club. Participating 
in this exchange program has changed my outlook on life, future plans, and has been the source 
of some of my best memories to date. I would like to thank you for your interest in the youth of our 
community in a global respect. This world has so much to offer and infinite possibilities for diverse 
experiences and communications, and experiencing that for myself truly bridged the divide between 
my dreams and reality.

The family that I stayed with this July consisted of Kelly Silva (mother), her daughter Paz, and her 
son, Sebastian. Paz and Sebastian also have a half-brother, Benjamin, who I grew very close to 
almost immediately upon my arrival. Everyone in the family contributed to the well-being of the 
family as a whole, with respect being held of the utmost importance. There was a closeness and a 
bond between those in the family that I find almost extinct in American society today. At dinner, there 
were no preoccupations with phones, and there was always some sort of reflection or conversation 
before bed. This sort of togetherness was apparent throughout the entire stay, and I never ceased to 
feel at home. Within no time, I was adapting to the Peruvian way of going about life, whether that be 
eating quinoa with every meal or mastering the bus system (with tons of practice). It is unbelievable 
to me just how comfortable and welcomed I felt in an entirely different continent.

The way of life in Lima is fairly similar to that in the United States, however, there are some key 
differences. For instance, lunch in Peru is the largest meal of the day and dinner consists of 
something smaller like a piece of bread and coffee. Superstition plays an extremely important part 
in Peruvian culture, from mirrors being in houses to ward off the envy of guests to small figurines of 
men called Ekekos that were adorned in miniature items and talismans to represent the larger want 
of the individual. I made it a personal goal to facilitate an understanding between my own American 
culture and that of Peru every chance I got. Sebastian and I shared the same taste in music and Paz 



Elm Grove Lions Club

Lisa A. McNeil
Deborah K. Rankin

Glenville Lions Club

Marcie L Jolliff

Huntington Downtown Lions Club

Clifford Lee Burdette

New Cumberland Lions Club

Patricia J. Burgess

New Martinsville Lions Club

Bruce A. Johnson

and I enjoyed drawing together.

Lima is a very diverse city, for it boasts citizens from the Andes, Amazon, and metropolitan 
individuals that reside there. I was able to visit many art and history museums, learning of the history 
of the Inca and visiting the homes of conquistadores. The home that I stayed at was a short bus 
ride away from the Mira Flores district, where I was able to walk to the ocean and watch numerous 
parasails and surfers even in the winter season. One of my favorite experiences was a trip to the 
catacombs below the Church of San Francisco in the center of Lima. 

By the end of my trip, I had become accustomed to the Peruvian way of life and had established 
certain connections to Lima and to my host family that made leaving something that was dreaded. 
After countless conversations in Spanish and hints of English before bed, stories shared while 
walking through the city, and endless respect gained for Kelly and her family, I was torn to board 
my plane home. I never thought that I would be brought to tears after being away from my home 
in West Virginia for a month, but as the tears flowed and final embraces were given, I struggled to 
compose myself and with the comfort in knowing I had already promised a return visit. Not only did 
my participation in the program
allow me to create life-long friendships and a connection to Peru, however, it verified my interest in 
global affairs and culture. Before my trip, I hesitated to speak Spanish due to my fear of making a 
mistake. Now, many in my family and close friends become annoyed when I answer them in Spanish 
or repeat phrases learned while in Peru that they do not understand. I recently received a college 
offer from a University in Madrid, Spain, and I feel extremely confident in applying now that I have 
a deep love for Latino culture and I have established a connection with another Spanish-speaking 
country. My view on life here in America now integrates Peruvian ideals of kindness and efficiency, 
and often I tend to find myself daydreaming of the country I was able to call home for a month. I 
promised to return as soon as I could, and I have every intention on doing so whenever I am able.

Again, I would like to thank Lions Club International for providing me with such an astounding 
opportunity and for being such an inspiration to me and what I would like to do with my life. I have 
become a member of my local Lions Club since my trip, and I enjoy it more and more with each 
meeting.

District 29-L Welcomes New Lions



District Governor’s Contest Update
by Lion Ramona Sago

Here are the standings for the 2017-2018 District Governor’s Contest as of September 9, 2017.

2017-18 District Governor’s Contest All Clubs Combined
Vienna 57 pts
Wheeling 32 pts
Grantsville 23 pts
Harrisville 22 pts
Friendly 18 pts
Fairmont 17 pts
Elm Grove 15 pts
Cheat Lake 12 pts
Western Mon. 10 pts

Barrackville 9 pts
Morgantown 8 pts
Doddridge 8 pts
Weirton 7 pts
Parkersburg 7 pt
Mt. Olivet 6 pts
Warwood 5 pts
Wellsburg 5 pts
Boaz 3 pts

Moundsville 3 pts
West Liberty 3 pts
Pleasants Area 3 pts
Chester 3 pts
New Cumberland 3 pts
Sistersville 3 pts
Westover 2 pts
Washington Lands 2 pts
South Parkersburg 1 pt

2017-18 District Governor’s Visitation Contest Club Contest Points

36 members & over

Wheeling 16
Parkersburg 10
Warwood 8
Wellsburg 7

21-35 members

Weirton 21
Mt. Olivet 12
Harrisville 10
Morgantown 9
West Liberty 7
Sistersville 3
Fairmont 3

20 members & under

Washington Lands 21
Friendly 12
Cheat Lake 9
Western Mon. 4
Vienna 2
Westover 2
Barrackville 1
Pleasants Area 1

Receive the Newsletter by 
Mail
Would you or members of your club like to 
receive a printed copy of the District 29 L 
Newsletter by mail each month? Subscribe to 
the District 29 L Newsletter for the 2017-2018 
Lions year for $10. 

Contact Lion Heather Sammons, District Public 
Relations & Lions Information Chairperson at 
heatheresammons@gmail.com for more details!

Be Featured in the Newsletter
Please send any newsletter submissions 
to Lion Heather Sammons, District Public 
Relations & Lions Information Chairperson at 
md29lnewsletter@gmail.com on or before the 
20th of each month in order to have your club’s 
events or accomplishments featured in the 
district newsletter.



Scott Teays Lions Adopt-a-Highway
The WV Department of Highways 
has a program for volunteers to try 
to keep our highways free of litter.  
The Adopt-a-Highway program has 
been around for many years and 
many organizations and groups 
of volunteers participate. As part 
of this program, the Scott Teays 
Lions club picks up litter along  a 
two mile section of North Poplar 
Fork Road in Putnam County twice 
each year. On October 14th, 28 
bags of litter were collected. The 
Lions club could not do this without 
volunteers. Because of the number 
of volunteers, the pick up only took 
a little more than an hour. 

Adopting a Highway

Individuals, families, churches, 
businesses, schools, civic organizations, government agencies, scouting groups, fraternities and 
communities are among the thousands who are current Adopt-A-Highway participants. Anyone who 
is at least 12 years old may participate. Any road that is maintained by the Division of Highways is 
eligible for adoption, with the exception of Interstates and roads deemed unsafe. Volunteers may 
select a road to adopt and then have it approved by the local Division of Highways office, or they 
may ask DOH to suggest an adoptable road. Country lanes, dirt roads and routes off the beaten 
path, as well as major routes, may be adopted. Adopted roads must be at least two miles long. An 
automobile odometer may be used to measure the distance. The length of the adopted road should 
be considered carefully, since it is better to adopt two miles and enjoy the project than to adopt a 
longer stretch that may later become a burden.

Adoptions are for a period of two years, during which time three cleanups are required per year. As 
volunteers pick up litter, bags that have been filled are placed on roadsides for removal and disposal 
by the Division of Highways. Garbage bags, safety vests, safety training, traffic warning signs, and 
gloves are furnished by the state.

Adopted highways are identified by a sign at each end of the section bearing the Adopt-A-Highway 
logo and the name of the adoptee. Volunteers who complete six required litter pickups within the 
two-year contract period are awarded a certificate of accomplishment signed by the Governor.

In West Virginia there are currently 25,000 volunteers who regularly pick up litter on 4,000 miles of 
highway. They have been responsible for removing more than 40 million pounds of litter since the 
program began. You, too, can be a special person by taking responsibility for your environment and 
adopting a highway. 

Contact the Adopt-A-Highway program at 1-800-322-5530.

Left to Right: Lion Larry Frye, Michelle Hundley, Jeremy Mounts, Lions 
Tom Owens, Travis Slack, Donald Grose, John Young, Zach Oakes, 
Carl Dean, James Withrow, Zach Busby, Amanda Glassman, Zach 
Fitzsommons, Dustin Paxton,  and not in photo Lion Boyd Harper (club 
president) and Lion Steve Biron. Photo credit Josh Twghig.
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