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A Message from District Governor Bill
November is Diabetes Awareness Month. It is the perfect time for us to
do a diabetes project in our community. Diabetes is one of Lions Clubs
International’s global initiatives. I encourage all clubs to do some kind of
diabetes project this month. You can read more about that later in this
newsletter.
This is the time of year when we start to look at other service projects.
Food baskets, Toys for Tots, Coats for Kids, and Salvation Army bell
ringing are very popular at this time of year. Sometimes we have to cancel some meetings due to weather, but that doesn’t mean we should
cancel needed services to our communities. Often, needs become greater during foul weather, especially during the holidays. “Where there’s a
need there’s a Lion!”
Reporting activities has been a big issue this year. At last count, only
nine clubs have reported any activities on MyLion. I know there have
been problems with access to MyLion, and reporting can sometimes be
difficult, but reporting is necessary so that your leaders can see what
you are doing. The IT department at LCI is aware of the issues and
working to get them corrected. Recently, PDG Linda Leasure sent emails
to every secretary with a tutorial on using MyLion. I would encourage
all secretaries to embrace this new technology. If you still have problems, PDG Linda will help you or will get someone to help you. When
you report, report everything!

DG Schedule
November
1st-2nd District C
Conference
3rd-Council of Governors
4th-Zone 4 DG visit
10th-Cabinet Meeting-Boaz
15-Warwood Anniversary &
DG visit

December
2nd-Wheeling Island DG
visit
7th-Barrackville parade

January
24-25 WV Lions Leadership
Retreat
26-Council of Governors

February
2-Cabinet meeting

So far I have visited 20 of the 53 clubs in the district. The friendship has
been great and everyone has been very welcoming. It is pleasing to see
the Lions are all very optimistic about the future of their clubs. Even the
struggling clubs are trying to serve as best they can. There are still a
number of clubs that have not scheduled their DG visit. My schedule is
pretty open and I will travel in the winter.
The WV Lions Leadership Retreat is coming up in January. It is important to get our leaders trained so that we will be able to cope with
the challenges that plague year after year. Please consider sending your
First Vice President to the retreat.
Finally, Lion Kathy and I are thankful for all of our blessings. Among
those are you, the Lions of District 29-L. We thank you for all you do.
Bill

March
2-West Liberty & Valley
Grove DG
13-14 29L District Conference
15-Council of Governors

May
8-10 State Convention

1st Vice District Governor Ron Grubb’s Message
STRUGGLE
We have a few clubs in 29-L that are struggling. Lets get rid
of the individually and combine with another club to work on
service projects and fund raisers.
The friendship among fellow Lions is unbreakable. Working
together, it shows the community how strong the Lions are in
working for our Motto, WE SERVE.
I hope everyone had a good Halloween, my club Westover
teamed with Cheat Lake and had a wonderful TRUCK OR
TREAT night at WVU Coliseum.
So quit setting around thinking we can't do anything because we are small, let get together with another club and begin to fulfill
the motto WE SERVE.
1VDG Lion Ron Grubb

990-N Taxes
November 15, 2019
EVERY CLUB MUST REPORT
EACH YEAR

NOTICE-----NOTICE-----NOTICE
The next District 29-L Cabinet meeting will be held at the Boaz Lions Clubhouse at 2:00
PM on November 10, 2019.
There will be a vote to confirm the appointment of a second vice district governor.
All cabinet members and past district governors are urged to attend and cast a vote.
The prospective appointee is Lion Ramona Sago of the Western Monongalia County
Lions Club.
Any others wishing to be considered for appointment should contact District Governor
Bill Syphers. Home phone 304-233-0199 or email billsyphers@comcast.net.
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Leadership PDG Bernice Pitcock
“Before you are a leader, success is all about growing yourself. When you become a leader, success is all
about growing others.” -- Jack Welch
The following information is from an article entitled “Great Leadership Traits” by Joel Garfinkle and was
found in “Career Advancement Blog”.
Great leaders instill feelings of confidence and motivate those that they lead. A lot of highly effective leaders
have personality traits that are built on a solid foundation of emotional maturity and drive.
Here are the most essential traits that great leaders have:
1. Great leaders have integrity.
2. Great leaders have intelligence.
3. Great leaders have high energy.
4. Great leaders bring stability.
5. Great leaders have high standards.
6. Great leaders have a strong inner voice.
7. Great leaders are confident in their decisions.
8. Great leaders invest in their own growth.
Knowing what makes a leader great is not enough – you must take that knowledge and put it into action.
One way to invest in your own growth as a leader is to take advantage of the leadership education that the
Lions of WV provide at the WV Leadership Retreat being held at Flatwoods on January 24-25, 2020. Please
consider attending this retreat or, as a club, consider sending one or two of your up and coming leaders to
take advantage of what is offered at the retreat. Please look at the information on the retreat in this newsletter regarding registration. There are scholarships available to help offset costs.
There are a lot of current Lions leaders across the state – but, we need more leaders to continue the great
work that WV Lions are so proud of!!

2020 WV Lions Leadership Retreat
Lions,
The 2020 Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat will be held on January 24-25, 2020 at the Flatwoods
Days Inn & Suites Conference Center. The Retreat Committee Members are busy planning a great weekend
of fun, fellowship and learning.
Registration will be $100 for Friday and Saturday, or $75 for Saturday only. Once again, all seminars will be
held on Saturday. This makes it possible for you to drive to and from the event on the same day. If you plan
on staying overnight, call the Days Inn at 1-866-700-7284 for room reservations.
A registration form follows in this newsletter. Please send your completed form to PCC Cindy Glass, this
year’s Chairperson. More details are included on the registration form. We look forward to seeing you the
last weekend of January!
PDG Linda Leasure
LWVLR Committee

World Diabetes Day
By PDG Linda Leasure,29L GST
World Diabetes Day is November 14, 2019, and Lions across the globe are teaming up with the International Diabetes Federation (IDF) to increase awareness
around a disease that affects 1 in 11 people.
LCI is asking Lions and clubs to participate in a challenge to screen 1 million people
for type 2 diabetes. Together, we can educate communities to better understand,
prevent and care for diabetes. Our LCI web site offers the following two options.

OPTION ONE

Online Risk Assessment
Finding out if you’re at risk for type 2 diabetes is simple. You can complete the
Test2Prevent in roughly 10 minutes and a few clicks—then encourage others to take
the assessment.

OPTION TWO

Organize a Service Project
Clubs can make a difference by organizing a screening project in their communities.
Get started by using the step-by-step guides and resources provided by Lions International. Project planners are available on the LCI site. Just put Diabetes in the
search block and you’ll find the service project planners.
To reach our goal of 1 million screened, it's important for all of us to report our service. After your club’s screening, be sure to report your activity on MyLion.

Membership

IPDG Gary Pitcock November 2019

Well, here we are coming into the Holiday Season. This is a rough time of year for
many people. There are people who have no one, those whose loved ones are
away from them or those who have lost someone recently.
There are ways to help these people and we, as Lions, can be a part of this. Whether is a turkey
dinner at a church or senior center – we can be there. In order to provide this support – we need
members.
I know it can be hard to get those new members and then keep them. There is no magic to getting
them, but you do have to start BY ASKING. It could be a friend you think would be great, or a
relative or even a new neighbor you have just met. I am providing you with a sample letter you
might like to use or even modify and use. This is just one way to JUST ASK – there are many others.
If you would like more information, please contact me.
PDG Gary

LCIF Needs Are Greater Than Ever
An update for District 29-L on LCIF Campaign 100 – Year 2. We are now in the second
quarter of the fiscal year and thus far the clubs and individuals have contributed $5390. Our goal
for this year is slightly over $62,000 so you can see we have a long way to go.
The need for LCIF services continue to grow as you can see by reading the newspaper or
watching the news on TV. More natural disasters, worldwide hunger problems, childhood cancer
and vision problems as well as environmental concerns continue to affect our world. We need to
work together to help lessen these problems in our local communities as well as around the
world.
Would you, as a club, or individuals please help me reach our goal? It is easy to donate by
using the web site or mailing a check to LCIF Department 4547, Carol Stream, IL 6022-4547.
Please indicate your club name and district 29-L so that you can receive proper credit.
Also I would be glad to come to any club or zone meeting to give information on LCIF and
Campaign 100. I can be reached at 304-233-1173 (home) or 304-280-8115 (cell).
Thank You

John Wensyel, PDG

MD 29 RAP Chairperson ~ Deborah Delaney
If you haven’t started a Reading Action project yet, now is the time. You can join Lions from around
the world to implement reading and education projects and help increase literacy rates. Whether
it’s organizing a community spelling contest or donating books or computers to your local library or
school, take part in a hands-on project and show the impact of Lions work.
Whether you are an educator with a passion to help a child learn how to read or someone who
simply enjoys reading to a child, no effort is too small to make a big difference. The following are a
few project ideas that your club may consider trying:
• Help an afterschool reading program
• Read to children at local libraries or schools
• Read or record books on tape for the blind and visually impaired
• Purchase dictionaries for third graders through the Third Grade Dictionary Project
If I can assist you with any of these project ideas, please email me at dadelaney1950@gmail.com,
and I’ll be glad to help.

Youth Exchange
The WV Lions Youth Camps and Exchange MD 29 had a good summer with five students
traveling to WV and two students traveling from WV. Our MD Chairperson, Henry Krautwurst is asking for lions to become more involved as host families.
Scholarship information has been sent to all high schools in District 29L. Please follow up
with guidance counselors in the high school near your club and ask them to encourage
our students to apply for travel abroad. The YE goal for this year is to identify 6 WV students to travel abroad and to locate 6 host families to host incoming students. Applicants
will be interviewed at Braxton Middle School on December 7, 2019.
Please contact me if I can be of further assistance.
PCC Patty Nutter, Co-chairperson District 29 L
Youth Exchange Committee
*****************************************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************
The Friendly Lions Club is asking the District 29L Cabinet to apply for a matching grant from LCIF in
the amount of $7,500 to help defray the cost of a $15000 diabetic alert dog for Abby Vandruff of
Jacksonburg, WV. Abby has Type I diabetes and needs the alert dog to let her know when her
blood sugar levels drop. She is going through Diabetic Alert Dogs of America in Las Vegas,
NV. The Tyler County community has raised $1,900 thus far and the family needs $2,500 before
January 1 to order the dog and start training. Family will need $5,000 by January 1, 2021 when
the trained dog is delivered to Abby. Family will then have 2 years after that to pay off the $7,500
bill by January 1, 2023. Abby's mother, Stacy, is a single mother of 4 daughters and works as a
cook at Boggs' Pizza and Grill in Middlebourne. Club has already donated $500 towards the dog
with fund raisers planned over the next couple of years to help defray the costs. We are asking
for District to approve an application to LCIF at the Cabinet meeting on November 10. Lion Kim
McIntyre and Lion Tony Vandenberg will present this before the Cabinet. I cannot attend due to
me being in Chicago for ALLI. If you have any questions or concerns, please email them to me and
I will try to answer them as best as possible. Rest assured, the Friendly Lions Club had done its
due diligence in investigating this matter and is fully prepared to do what ever fund raising
activities needed over the next three years to match the LCIF grant.
Yours in Lionism,
PCST Daniel Heintzman, Secretary
Friendly Lions Club

Deadline to have posters turned in: November 15, 2019
There will be a 29L Cabinet Meeting November 10th @ Boaz –
posters can be brought to the meeting or sent to either
DG Bill Syphers or Peace Poster Chair Ramona Sago
Note: Please make sure all paperwork and
signatures required are filled out.

Early Detection is the Key to
Healthy Eyes
Western Mon. Lions screened six hundred forty-one
students with 95 referrals at Clay-Battelle Middle,
Mason-Dixon Elem., Hundred High and Long Drain
Elem./Middle Schools.

**************************************************************

Diabetes Awareness
Mary Kay Wensyel, 29L Diabetes Chair

World Diabetes Day is November 14th. This is a good day to get information out to
your clubs about Diabetes. I have some pamphlets about Diabetes that you can
share with your club.
These are:
Diabetes Awareness and Action
Diabetes Warning Signs
Help Someone You Love With Diabetes
Dedicated to Diabetes Water Bottles
If you would like some of these, let me know.
Lion Mary Kay Wensyel, mwen615@aol.com or 304 233-1173

2020 WV Lions Leadership Retreat
Lions,
The 2020 Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat will be held on January 24-25, 2020 at the Flatwoods Days Inn & Suites Conference Center. The Retreat Committee Members are busy planning
a great weekend of fun, fellowship and learning.
Registration will be $100 for Friday and Saturday, or $75 for Saturday only. Once again, all seminars will be held on Saturday. This makes it possible for you to drive to and from the event on the
same day. If you plan on staying overnight, call the Days Inn at 1-866-700-7284 for room reservations.

A registration form follows in this newsletter. Please send your
completed form to PCC Cindy Glass, this year’s Chairperson.
More details are included on the registration form. We look
forward to seeing you the last weekend of January!
PDG Linda Leasure
LWVLR Committee

Important Dates for November
Zone 4 District Governor’s Visitation Night
Monday, November 4, 2019
Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm, dinner will then precede the program.
Quinet’s Court Restaurant
217 Main Street
New Martinsville WV 26155
Please contact Zone Chair Tony Vandenberg at ajv26170@yahoo.com if you plan to attend.

Zone 4 District Governor’s Advisory Meeting
Monday November 18, 6 p.m.
New Martinsville Lions Club Hosting
323 Main Street, New Martinsville
Please contact Zone Chair Tony Vandenberg at ajv26170@yahoo.com if you plan to
attend.

Scott Teays Lions Club and the Winfield Lions
On Monday, October 21st, the Scott Teays Lions Club and the Winfield Lions met in a joint dinner
meeting to welcome District Governor Bill Syphers to their meeting and the area. Lion Governor Bill
is a member of the Wheeling Island Lions Club, Following his motivational talk to the members present, he installed two new members to the Scott Teays Lions Club. Jill Sergent and Angela Turkelson , both teachers at Hurricane H.S. are now officially members of Lions Clubs International.
Both are active as advisors to the Hurricane H.S. Leo club. The Leo Club has about 50 members and
is very active in community service projects. Lion Tom Owen , a relatively new Lion himself, sponsored the new Lions and told them about the Leo organization because he thought they might be
interested. Lion Tom became acquainted with Lion Jill when the Lions club sponsored a student to
attend Camp Horseshoe , a Leadership camp, in Tucker County. The Winfield and Scott Teays Lions
Clubs are the only Lions clubs remaining in Putnam County.There are no clubs on the north side of
the river. At one time, there were three. The Winfield and Scott Teays clubs provide Lions services ,
such as eye exams and glasses , there.

PHOTO (L TO R) Lion Tom
Owens, New Lion Jill
Sergent, District Governor
Bill Syphers and New Lion
Angela Turkelson In the
distant background is
Winfield Club President, Paul
Redford

Wheeling Island Lions Club upcoming events


November 9th, Missing Man Table Ceremony at our Flags for Heroes display
 Madison Elementary School, 91 Zane Street.
 David Sisler, Veteran Service Officer with the WV Dept. of Veterans Assistance will
moderate.
 November 18th, Hoagie and Broom sale
 Hoagies, Italian or Turkey, $5 each
 Brooms, $12 each
 December 2nd, DG visit and 35th anniversary
Please contact President Don Rebich at 304-374-5804 or donaldrebich@hotmail.com for more
details.

WV Lions Youth Camps and Exchange program is up and running for the 2019-20 Lion year. Scholarship Contest Rules and Scholarship applications have been sent to high schools throughout the
state. News releases about the program have been sent to newspaper all across the state. The
rules and application are on the WV Multiple District website: wvliongs.org/youth.html
Our scholarship contest started in September and will end on November 15, 2019. I am now
reaching out to EVERY Lion to help me get the word out to students, family, friends,
co-workers and church families about the wonderful opportunity that is being offered. This year we hope to be
able to send out six students each with a $1,400 travel scholarship.
Last summer we sent two students abroad and received two students from Japan, two from Germany and one
from Italy. Four students from WV applied to travel and two dropped out of the program. I was disappointed
that we had so few students applying for a scholarship when you consider how big our state is.
I am also asking each of you to consider being a host family or recommending a family that you think might be
interested in hosting a youth for a 4-6-week period during the summer. I am seeking families where one of the
parents is home with the student. It is not necessary to have children at home. We have had very successful
hosting with families with no children as well as those with children.
In order for the Youth Camps & Exchange program to be successful there must be host families around the world
that are willing to host a foreign student. You say you don’t speak a foreign language. My experience has been
that most of the students in the program speak English at varying levels. This is an opportunity for them to improve their English speaking and reading skills as well as culture sharing between you and the student.
Don’t be afraid to encounter an experience that will forever enrich your life and enable you to make a new lifelong friend. My wife and I have hosted six students over the last several years and we want you to be able to
know the joy that we have known by hosting.
Please contact me at HenryK248@gmail.com if you or someone you know would like to either be a host family
and or recommend a WV student to apply for a scholarship.

Moundsville Lion’s Club

Spaghetti Dinner
First Presbyterian Church
3rd & Washington Avenue Moundsville, WV
Friday, November 8, 2019
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Donation Adult $10 Children & Veterans $7
Proceeds funds
Eye Projects and
Eyeglass Purchases

Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat
January 24-25, 2020
Flatwoods Days Inn & Suites and Conference Center
Registration Fee:
$100.00 Friday & Saturday – Three banquet meals, seminars and materials.
$75.00 Saturday only – Two banquet meals, seminars and materials
Registration Deadline is January 17, 2020.
Rooms: Contact Days Inn at 866-700-7284 (tell them Lions Club)
Rate: $91.00 (1 or 2 in room) $95.39 (3 or 4 in room)
Breakfast is included for individuals staying at the hotel.
Retreat Activities include: Seminars to improve your Lions experience; motivational speakers; informational displays; Lions
merchandise; Silent Auction; hospitality room; door prizes; great meals; and plenty of fun and fellowship. Information on
specific seminars will be available in the coming months in district newsletters and in a brochure.
________________________________________________________________________
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________ Email: ____________________
Club Name: __________________________ District: ______________
First Time Attendee: ________ (Y/N)
Special Dietary Requirements: __________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed (mark): Full $100_______ Saturday only $75 ______
Make checks payable to Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat or LWVLR
and send the registration information above and your payment to:
PCC Cindy Glass, 191 Ridgeway Drive, Bridgeport, WV 26330
Contact PCC Cindy for more information at cinwa130@gmail.com or 304-203-2006.

“Leadership is not about being the best. Leadership is about making
everyone else better.”

29 L Newsletter
DG Bill Syphers
77 Raven Avenue
Wheeling, WV 26003
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