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District Convention Brings
Lions Together

by District Governor Lee Ann Welch

I can’t express the gratitude and thank I have for a great bunch
‘o Lions who showed up and showed off this past weekend for
the District 29-L Conference in Huntington. There are so many to
thank, so here goes. Thank you to my club, Huntington Downtown
Lions and Lesage Lions, I couldn’t have done this without both
you clubs. Lion Michelle Ingwerson Stigall, the same goes for
you. International Director Joyce Middleton and her husband Lion
Martin you rock! District Secretary Harrison Schramm, you keep
me in line and on track. Past International Director Steve Glass
and Council Chair Cindy Glass, I always need your wisdom. Past
District Governor and cherished friend John Pinkerman you are
simply the best. To my presenters, Joni Sutherland Suttle, Tyler
Cravens and Catherine Mitts, RN, I am forever grateful.
We had the opportunity to learn more about the direction Lions
Clubs International is headed to serve 200 million people globally
in the next few years. We also received a good foundation about
Diabetes and the importance of activity.

Cabinet Members
District Governor, LeeAnn
Welch
First Vice District Governor,
Gary Pitcock
Second Vice District Governor,
Jordan Glass
Immediate Past District
Governor, Linda Leasure
Secretary/Treasurer, Harry
Schramm
Zone 1 Chair, Linda Amos
Zone 2 Chair, Chris Doty
Zone 3 Chair, John Wensyel
Zone 4 Chair, Dan Heintzman

Zone 5/6 Chair, Jordan Glass
Several members visited the Robert C. Byrd Institute for
Advanced Manufacturing Technology and saw the capabilities of
3-D printing. At RCBI, the International Director’s gift, a lion statue, Zone 7 Chair, Dave Roberts
was created on it’s 3-D printer.
Zone 8 Chair, Richard McMillan
The District 29-L 2017 District Conference is over and we’ve
Zone 9 Chair, George Woodrum
all gone home to convene again for our State Convention at
Morgantown in May 2018. Until we all meet again, focus forward
Zone 10 Chair, Donna
and keep serving.
Pinkerman

Lions to focus on vision in October
by Gary Pitcock, First Vice District Governor
September has come and gone and our District
Conference is over. It is always nice to see old friends and
make new ones at the conference.
A big thank you to the Lions of District 29-L and with help
from our friends in 29-I and 29-C for another successful
Dan Dague Memorial Car and Bike Show at the Highlands
on Labor Day. The numbers are still being crunched,
but be assured that the WV Lions Sight Conservation
Foundation will receive a nice boost from all our efforts. I
would like to give a special thanks to PDG Eva Dague, her
son Scott and PDG Jeff Baxter for spearheading this very
important project.
Our October centennial service challenge is “Sharing the
Vision.” Remember, the centennial challenges are in effect
until June 30, 2018. In October, plan your vision projects and assist those with low vision issues or
who are blind. World Sight Day is celebrated in October. This is a good time to organize a vision
screening; eyeglass collection or a project to benefit the visually impaired in your community.
Regarding membership, our International President Naresh Aggarwalhas stated that the “Power
of We” is vitally important. If we use this philosophy – anything is possible. The more members we
induct, the more hands we have to accomplish our important work. The more work we do, the better
our communities will be.
Remember to report your projects to MY LCI to get credit for your work. If you need help with
your projects or you would like me to sit with your club to discuss new ideas for service projects
or fundraisers or membership – please contact me and PDG Bernice. My email is gary.pitcock1@
comcast.net and phone is 304-797-8374.
We recently learned that IPIP Chancellor Bob Corlew and his wife lost their son to complications of
diabetes. Please keep the Corlew family in your thoughts and prayers.

Lions awarded at District Conference
Tom Alitzer of Huntington Downtown Lions Club has been a Lion since February, 1984, and came to
Huntington as a transfer from Parkersburg, W.Va. He has been club treasurer since 2002.
Heather Sammons of Cheat Lake Lions has been a members slightly longer than a year, is currently
club President and the District PR chairman and newsletter editor. She is training with 2nd Vice
Governor Jordan Glass to become a Zone Chairman when her presidency is completed.
Erma Abbott of Lesage Lions became a Lion in 2008, is a Past President and has been Club
Secretary for two years. She has organized the Club’s annual Community Easter Egg Hunt and
party, worked on the Community Halloween Party and it’s annual Arts and Crafts Show.

Together we can do so much
by Jordan Glass, Second Vice District Governor
I have just returned from the District 29-L Fall Conference. ID Joyce Middleton and her husband
Martin provided us with some great messages. I was so grateful for their presence at our conference
and the time I got to spend with them. The new Global Action Team was also discussed in detail
at the Conference. If you have not taken time to discuss the Global Action Team concept with your
club or in your zone, I encourage you to do so. The Global Action Team will be a great resource for
all Lions in Multiple District 29 as we move forward in our quest to tackle membership concerns,
develop leaders, and grow in service.
LCI would like us to focus on the “Sharing the Vision” pillar of Centennial Service in the month of
October. October 9-15 is the Worldwide Week of Service in Sight. October 12 is World Sight Day. I
encourage all clubs to do an activity involving vision this month. I was reminded by Lion Don Jarvis
from District C this weekend that no matter where you are, there is potential to do a vision screening.
Lion Don was attending a Lions Club meeting in Braxton County when he noticed right beside the
meeting there were children having a soccer practice. He had his vision screener in his car. Lion Don
figured out a way to have a dark enough space for the screener to work and conducted screenings
of the younger siblings while their older siblings practiced soccer. This was an inspiring story of
someone always focused on helping others. I was reminded that no matter where we are, we have
the potential to help others!
District L is filled with diverse clubs and members. I would like to encourage everyone to explore the
various regions of our district and learn from those different clubs and members. We cannot allow
our large geographical area to hinder us, but allow it to unite us. I am reminded of a quote by Helen
Keller that stresses the importance of working together and not alone. “Alone we can do so little;
together we can do so much.”
I am available at all times for any member or club in need. Please do not hesitate to reach out!

Huntington Lions meet International Director Middleton
International Director Joyce Middleton
with members of the Huntington
Downtown Lions Club, from left,
Director Middleton, Lions Grover
Hamrick, Linden Chiles, DG Lee Ann
Welch, Tom Altizer and Mike Fotos.

A Message from the MD 29 GLT Chairperson
by PID Steve Glass, MD 29 Global Membership Team Chairperson
Your Multiple District 29 Global Action Team consists of the following members:
• CC Cindy Glass – Global Action Team Chairperson
• PDG Linda Leasure – Global Service Team Coordinator
• PCC Kris Pinkerman – Global Membership Team Coordinator
• PID Steve Glass – Global Leadership Team Coordinator
We would all stress that Global Action Team is just that: a team working together to assist clubs and
districts with three main focus areas:
• Serving more people with new and relevant service projects
• Growing our membership and providing interesting and engaging experiences
• Providing learning opportunities and leadership development experiences
Vision: Envisioning a day when every need in the world can be served by a Lion or LEO.
Mission: The Global Action Team will champion the vision of LCI & LCIF and reignite the passion of
our Lions and LEOs through service.
Goal: To ensure that Lions Clubs International impacts more than 200 million lives through service
with 1.7 million Lion and LEO members, and provides learning opportunities to more than 500,000
members by the year 2020.
Service targets established by LCI:
• 80% of clubs reporting by end of FY
• Increase service projects by 5%
• Organize at least 1 GAT MD meeting
Membership targets established by LCI
• New clubs – every district start at least 1 new club
• Retention – reduce our drops by 5%
• Growth – encourage every club to add at least one 1 new members per year – over-arching goal
to end +1 by June ‘18
Leadership Targets established by LCI
• 85% reporting of leadership training
• All trainings lined up for DGE Program by end of December
• Identify 5 potential leaders per district and develop a list of potential leaders to mentor
We need the help and support of every district governor, cabinet member, and club president in
our multiple district! To further the purposes and goals of the GAT, each club president is asked
to appoint a global service chairperson within the club, who, along with the club membership
chairperson and leadership chairperson, comprise the club GAT with the club president as
chairperson. Likewise, at the district level, the district governor serves as chairperson of the district
GAT. This is why we are strongly urging each district governor to appoint a district global service
team coordinator who will work together with the membership and leadership team coordinators.
Together, we can support one another and grow our districts and clubs to enable them to meet the
goals of LCI Forward over the next three years.

Huntington club notes 95 years of service
by District Governor Lee Ann Welch
The Huntington Downtown Lions Club was
chartered in March, 1922, but chose to celebrate
it’s 95th milestone during the 29-L District
Conference with Lion friends and family.
The Huntington Lions Club was chartered
March 9, 1922, the 4th in West Virginia behind
Charleston, Wheeling and Parkersburg. The
charter was presented by Melvin Jones.
International Director Joyce Middleton lauded
the club for it’s service and longevity. During
the evening, she presented several awards to
members. Lion Linden Chiles was given the
Presidential Certificate of Appreciation for his
66 years of Lionism; Lion Grover Hamrick was
presented his 50-year Monarch Chevron and
Lion Mike Fotos received his 40-year Chevron.

Huntington Downtown Lions Grover Hamrick and Linden
Chiles were honored with Monarch Chevrons and the
International Presidents Certificate of Appreciation for
their years of service. Lion Grover received a 50-year
Chevron and Lion Linden received the presidential
recognition for 66-years of service.

The many ways to fight diabetes
by Leadership Chair Bernice Pitcock
I am switching gears this month to promote one of Lions new focus initiatives
– diabetes. Together, we can fight diabetes and raise awareness of diabetes
and its serious complications.
Here are some ways for your Lions club to raise awareness in your
communities:
• Sponsor a Strides walk/event to promote greater awareness
• Host a health fair at a school; community center; senior center
• Support a children’s diabetes camp
• Invite healthcare professionals to speak at your club and district events
• Partner with local healthcare providers to organize diabetes and vision
screenings
• Reach out to high risk populations
• Distribute educational materials to increase community awareness
• Organize a support group for diabetics
• Learn how you can help with diabetes programs in your communities
There are lots of resources and partnerships available for your clubs to use in providing this service.
Look on the international website for more information and resources available to help make your
diabetes awareness event a successful one as “We Serve.”

Washington Lands to Host
Fish Fry Fridays this Fall
by Lion Roger “Doc” Williams
The Washington Lands Lions Club will host its
annual Fall Fish Fry Fridays weekly beginning
Friday, October 06, 2017 through Friday,
October 27, 2017 at the Washington Lands
Community Building and Fire Department.
Lunch will be served from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.
and dinner will be served from 4 p.m. until 6
p.m. or until sold out.
The menu will include Coleman’s Canadian
white fish, shrimp, french fries, coleslaw,
macaroni and cheese, and a variety of desserts
and beverages.
Meals will be available for eat in, take out,
and local delivery including businesses and
industries up and down the river. To order for
delivery, call 304-845-6644 or 304-559-7413
after 10 a.m. for lunch and after 3:30 p.m. for
dinner.
Proceeds from this fundraiser will be used to
provide eyeglasses and hearing aids to the
disadvantaged and to support other service
projects in the community.

Lions on parade

Upcoming Events
Oct. 12 Zone 5/6 District Governor’s Night, 6:30
p.m., Brookhaven Community Building. RSVP to Lion
Jordan Glass at 304-203-2005 or jmglass14@gmail.
com by October 5.
Oct. 19 Zone 1 Meeting, Newell Lions Club
Oct. 20-21 District I conference, Morgantown,
Lakeview Resort and Spa
Oct. 22 WV PDG Association Fall Meeting, 9:30
a.m., Lakeview Resort and Spa
Oct. 26. Zone 3 Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Perkins
Restaurant, Wheeling
Nov. 1 Beef raffle ticket deadline
Nov. 3-5 District C conference, Beckley, Country Inn
and Suites
Nov. 5 Council of Governors meeting, Beckley
Nov. 11 Zone 5/6 meeting, Panera Bread, Pattenson
Drive, Morgantown 10 a.m.
Nov. 18 Zone 4 DG visitation, Friendly Lions Club
Jan. 6 Council of Governors meeting, Lakeview Golf
Resort and Spa, Morgantown
Jan. 6 Tentative Cabinet meeting, Lakeview Resort
and Spa, Morgantown
Jan. 26-28 2018 Lions of West Virginia Leadership
Retreat, Stonewall Resort,
Roanoke, WV
April TBA Cabinet meeting, Winfield Lions
Clubhouse
May 4-6 MD 29 Convention, Lakeview Resort and
Spa, Morgantown
May 5 Council of Governors, Lakeview Resort and
Spa, Morgantown

Lennie the Friendly Lion took to the streets of Huntington
during the club banner parade, to meet and greet the
townsfolk.

Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat
by PID Larry Johnson
The planning committee for this year’s Leadership Retreat has developed a collection of twelve
seminars that you will find helpful and interesting. The Retreat, to be held at Stonewall Resort
January 28-30, 2018, will provide attendees the opportunity to participate in six of the seminars, and
hear four great speakers. Seminars will be repeated, so attendees should be able to attend the ones
they want.
The Seminar Committee, under the leadership of PID Steve Glass, is planning seminars that will help
leaders with their clubs’ operations, such as: Club Officer Orientation, Orientation for All, What is a
Cabinet and What Do They Do?, Constitutional Requirements and Ethical Considerations for Every
Club, and a seminar on the Lions Clubs International Foundation.
Other seminars will cover the changing world of Lionism: Effective Utilization of Social Media and the
MyLion app, Leading and Serving in the Next Decade, and Diabetes and Ways Lions Clubs Can Get
More Involved.
Still more seminars that are general in nature are planned: The Opioid Crisis in West Virginia, A
Leader’s Gotta Have HEART, Motivating Volunteers, and Meet The Taters.
The list of seminars is subject to change, but is nearly final. Capable facilitators have been secured,
including some from outside of West Virginia and some that are not Lions. Be sure to put the
2018 Lions of West Virginia Leadership Retreat on your calendar now. All Lions are welcome to
participate, and non-Lion spouses and guests will find much of the program to be of interest.
The $125.00 registration fee includes four meals, each with a speaker, six seminars, as well as
displays and opportunities for interaction with Lions from across West Virginia, our guest speakers
and our presenters.
Don’t wait! Register now! See the form included with this newsletter, and contact the Resort for
room reservations.

Tax Deadline Approaching
Please remember that all Lions Clubs, Districts and Multiple
districts that have annual gross receipts less than $50,000
and do not have to file Form 990 or 990-EZ, must file the
e-Postcard (also known as 990-N). If your Lions club, district
or multiple district has a foundation, which is a separate legal
entity, the appropriate form will need to be filed as well.
Please view the document at this link for important information
regarding your annual tax filing obligation.

Brown Travels to Germany
by Payten Brown
Editor’s Note: The Youth Camp and Exchange Program (YCE) brings
the ideal of global citizenship to life. Each year this program gives
thousands of young people the opportunity to experience life in other
cultures and gain new understanding of the world through travel
abroad. Unlike some youth exchange programs, YCE does not involve
academic study or employment. Instead, participants are encouraged
to use this travel opportunity to represent their home countries and
share their own culture while learning about and embracing a new
one, forging the way to becoming young ambassadors for peace and
international understanding. Each month, we will feature youth who
are from or have traveled to West Virginia. These stories are submitted
without edits and are in the author’s original words.
I had the most amazing time in Germany. I couldn’t begin to describe
the significant impact that my travel abroad trip has had on my life. While in Germany, I was exposed
to new cultures, lifestyles, and of course, a whole new language! However, I also made lasting
friendships that I wouldn’t trade for the world!
When I first arrived at the Frankfurt Airport, I was greeted by my host mother, Gabriela and the
President of the Morfelden-Walldorf Lion’s Club, Kristoff. Gabriela could be described as a diva.
She loved to get dressed up and fix her hair and makeup. She was an older woman. Kristoff was
a very tall man with a brown, bushy mustache. He works as one of Frankfurt’s finest orthopedic
surgeons, which really caught my attention. That evening, I attended a Lion’s Club barbecue. Here, I
met my host father, Heinz and a few of Gabriela’s friends who spoke wonderful English. While at the
barbecue, Gabriela made plans with her friend, Tania, for us to visit Hessen’s capital, Lagden.
After the barbecue, I got to see my room and bathroom at their home. I was also very surprised
because their neighbors were Turkish! Gabriela and Heinz mainly travelled by bicycle or on foot.
They owned these very nice bicycles that were electric. They called them city e-bikes and they
were VERY fun to ride. I spent the entire week in Morfelden-Walldorf eating at local restaurants, and
meeting important figures in the town, such as the mayor! They were very interested in American
culture and wished for me to share absolutely everything about my life.
I also got the privilege to meet Florian. Florian is a nineteen-year-old medical school student and
also the son of Kristoff. He asked my host parents if I could venture Sachsenhausen with him and his
friends, and they agreed. Florian had friends that frequently travelled to America, specifically Florida,
so it was very relieving to be able to speak English at a normal pace to him.
At the end of my host family stay, I moved into the House der Jugen youth hostel. Here, I was
reunited with other international Lion’s members that I had met at Lion’s club get togethers
throughout the week. I became very close with the two other Americans, but also Eugen, from
Croatia; Alessandra, from Italy; Elsa, from Sweden; and Mattas, from Lithuania. My roommates were
from Denmark, Turkey, and Georgia. It was very interesting to learn their daily routine and listen to
them talk about their favorite foods and hobbies.

While in the youth camp program we did guided tours of a brick factory, tile museum, and old Keltic
grounds. My favorite days were when we got to go swimming in a large lake and when we got to
volunteer at an international triathlon, called the Ironman.
While in Germany, I was able to learn many new things aside from facts about other countries and
their cultures. I also learned a bit of German, Swedish, Italian Latvian, and Croatian! The boy from
Texas, Caleb, also taught me how to play chess! In the second week of our camp, we got to visit
and tour the University of Frankfurt campus. After touring and spending a large amount of time in
Germany and on the campus, I grew very fond of it, feeling much at home. Due to this, I applied to
college there and am awaiting my acceptance letter with much eagerness!
My favorite food in Germany was a smaller version of a rotisserie chicken that had been marinated
in hot sauce. This was called “firebird”, and it seemed to be the German version of hot wings. I was
able to bond with many of the students, especially the Turkish Boy, named Alphan, over my love for
soccer!
Today, all of the students I made friends with still remain in touch in our GroupMe group message.
Every day myself, the other Americans, the Croatian, the Lithuanian, the Italian, and the Swede all
text in it. I also still communicate with Florian, Gabriela, and Heinz. Currently, I am enrolled at WVSU
and have a very full schedule, but Lindsey (from California) and I have been planning a trip where I
could come stay with her in Anaheim. We have also been communicating with Alessandra, and we
are planning a trip for the summer after my freshman year in college to visit her in Sicily, Italy.
Without the Lion’s Club, I never would have had this experience. It also enlightened me on how
my town lacks youth Lion activities. Therefore, I was inspired to visit my school where I have been
arduously working to create our OWN Leo’s club. I have been very interested in this, and have
communicated with both Lindsey and Caleb on how to do this, as they are both the President of
their own!

District 29-L Welcomes
New Lions
Boaz Lions Club
Drexel Waggoner
Cheat Lake Lions Club
April O’Brien
Lynne Schwabe
Friendly Lions Club
Ashley Metzger
Dave Metzger
Glenville Lions Club
David Hutchinson
New Cumberland
Alan Lee
Peggy Lee

Lion Peggy Dailey, Lion Justin Shell and Lion Dave Vititoe
present a check to Fireman Joey Fellow, accepting the
check on behalf of Jason Burger, a fireman who lost his
home to a recent fire. The Milton Lions Club also voted to
donate to the Milton, Ona and Culloden fire departments.

Sistersville Lions Club
Golf Tournament

$60.00 per person or $200.00 for a submitted team of four,
includes:

18 holes of Golf w/cart
Lunch and Awards Presentation
Variety of Bonus Events and Prizes
Team Prizes: 1st Place Team-$500 and 2nd Place
Team-$250.
 Skill Prizes: Longest Putt-$50, Longest Drive$50, Closest Pin-$50
 Mulligans*- 1/player/team (4)-$20
 Mulligans*-2/player/team (8)-$40
*Can be used anytime.






ALL proceeds from this event benefit the work of the Sistersville
Lions Club which has been serving the community for decades.
Among the Club’s projects are vision and hearing screening,
eyeglasses, beautification and improvement of public spaces
including parks and the pool, help for families of Journey Hospice
patients, scholarship program and much more!

Have a “roaring” good time
while helping the Sistersville
Lions Club help the
community!!!
October 7, 2017
Register Early
(Limit of 18 Teams)

Sistersville Country Club,
Country Club Drive, Sistersville,
Registration: 9:00 am
Shotgun start: 9:30 am
Questions? Call 304-771-2431

REGISTRATION FORM (Please detach and return or mail with payment.)
Players (name & phone number or email. List additional players on the back or duplicate form as needed)
1._________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________
3._________________________________________________________
4._________________________________________________________
Please return form to PO Box 125, Sistersville, WV 26175.
Make checks payable to the Sistersville Lions Club and note Golf Tournament in the memo line.

FOR QUESTIONS OR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE TOURNAMENT,
PLEASE CONTACT:
LINDA LEASURE 304-771-2431 or email SistersvilleLC@gmail.com

District 29-I Fall Conference
“Moving Forward Together”
District Governor Ken Shahan

When:
October 20-21, 2017
Where:
Lakeview Resort, Morgantown, WV
Registration:
$60.00
(Includes Friday evening entertainment, Saturday lunch and Saturday banquet)

Conference Registration Deadline: October 10th

Rooms: Lakeview Resort – call 304-594-1111
$90 per double room (plus tax)
Mention 29-I District Lions Conference
Room Deadline: September 20th

- Registration Options -

Registration Fee for Friday Night only
Registration Fee for Saturday Lunch only
Registration Fee for Saturday Banquet only

$10.00
$25.00
$35.00

Conference activities include: Friday evening “fun night” and music, cabinet

meeting, seminars, silent auction, hospitality room, door prizes, parade of checks,
keynote address by International Director Allen Lundgren from Scottsdale, Arizona and
more!

Name

Spouse/Companion

Address
Phone

Email

Club

District

Special Dietary Needs
First Time Attendee?
Full Registration
$60.00

-Please Mark In Box-

Friday Night Only
$10.00

Saturday Lunch Only
$25.00

Saturday Banquet Only
$35.00

Make checks payable to: District 29-I Conference
Mail to: DG Ken Shahan, 500 Buckhannon Pike, Nutter Fort, WV 26301
Questions? - Call (304) 669-1641 or email: kenshahan@aol.com

District Governor’s Contest Update
by Lion Ramona Sago
Here are the standings for the 2017-2018 District Governor’s Contest as of September 9, 2017.
2017-18 District Governor’s Contest All Clubs Combined
Vienna 39 pts
Wheeling 22 pts
Harrisville 18 pts
Grantsville 14 pts
Friendly 12 pts
Western Mon. 9 pts
Weirton 5 pts
Elm Grove 4 pts

Barrackville 4 pts
Wellsburg 4 pts
Fairmont 4 pts
Chester 3 pts
New Cumberland 3 pts
Pleasants Area 3 pts
Mt. Olivet 3 pts
Sistersville 2 pts

West Liberty 2 pts
Morgantown 2 pts
Westover 2 pts
Boaz 2 pts
Parkersburg 1 pt
South Parkersburg 1 pt
Washington Lands 1 pt

2017-18 District Governor’s Visitation Contest Club Contest Points
36 members & over

21-35 members

20 members & under

Wheeling 18
Parkersburg 9
Warwood 8
Wellsburg 1

Weirton 13
Harrisville 10
West Liberty 6
Mt. Olivet 5
Sistersville 3
Fairmont 1

Washington Lands 15
Friendly 9
Western Mon. 3
Westover 2
Pleasants Area 1
Vienna 1
Barrackville 1

Receive the Newsletter by
Mail
Would you or members of your club like to
receive a printed copy of the District 29 L
Newsletter by mail each month? Subscribe to
the District 29 L Newsletter for the 2017-2018
Lions year for $10.
Contact Lion Heather Sammons, District Public
Relations & Lions Information Chairperson at
heatheresammons@gmail.com for more details!

Be Featured in the Newsletter
Please send any newsletter submissions
to Lion Heather Sammons, District Public
Relations & Lions Information Chairperson at
md29lnewsletter@gmail.com on or before the
20th of each month in order to have your club’s
events or accomplishments featured in the
district newsletter.

We Serve
Lion Heather Sammons
District 29 L Information Chairperson
5053 Riverwood Circle
Fairmont, WV 26554

